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TELE. 
Ie Tt 


TO TRE 


READER. 


-—a=#2=> T is the property 
ARES of ſouls poflefied 
I :©gg) with Trath, ac- 
4&1 cordingly as they 

S-| are refreſhed w4 
' the diſcoveries of 
it, ſo are they carried out to 
diſcover the ſame things to 0- 
thers: According to the A- 
poltles words, Acts. 4.20. We 
cannot chuſe but declare the things 


A 3 wh:ch 


To the Reader. 


nhich we have ſeene and heard. 
Ant Yikewiſe 1 Toba. 1.3-T hat 
which we h:we ſeenc, and heard, 
declare we nnito you, that [o you 
' may hve fellowſhip with us. The 
ſme thing may I ſpeake; Since 
che Lord hath in c pleaſed, 
chrongh the diſcoyeries of free 
era” e, in the 0! :goings of his 
Io: e thr ugh I:{i:s Chriſt; in 
which I was freed from the ter- 
roirs of the Law: from the 
b-n«azc. aid burthen of finne, 
winch rather drove me frem 
 Go?, ihen any wayes drew me 
ro God: I. in che injyment of 
chat 1ohe, and lov, was, and 
an firit cenirained to ſpe.ke 
t1rth :he things that 1 have ſeene. 
ard heard: For the lweetnefle of 
LIL I1.: hr, eaſe love h2rth ſo 1n- 
&ccred my Spirit to ie, that I 
an comtratacd (as opportu- 


ty 


'Tothe. Reies.: 


niry, and oc: fon iT 1 offer i it. 
ſcife) re declare welhde Tl a6 10 
joy. Therctore I zhav ghc 20d, 
for the b<s:5rc of ochncrs , ro fer 
forth this booke in prior, which 
is an Apſwer co two bitte s, ſent 
from: rwo* friends to --<; ' And 
being dcfired afcerwards to put 


FT. itin printy:Ehave accordingly 


done it - Pogunnr with an Ad- 
' dition tO it, >:ing an Aaſwer to 
another queſtion, {ent from ano- 
* ther ficnd, tonceraing Yul- 
ver ſall Redemption. - 

My dcfire' of you ee 
| Reader) is, That you 'nay rai lie 
by T: ruth, endervour to {ze 
Treth in it; then catch at any 
| broken expreſſi 2n5, you may 

cher from itz For it is rather 
FR 'forth ro declare 7 78th, TAG 


mans wiſdome. 


To the Reader. 


| And fo Lleave you to the 
Truth, defiring that you by it, 
may be madcable to judge of it; 


Jours in the 


Lord: 


Paur HosBson. 


Fare Friend, 4nd bro- 
dz in our Loyd leſus 
Chrift. thouzh I :m not 
ignorans of wour cares and 
troubles. in regard of your place 
and weakneſſe, and of your many 
penfive the..gits in regard of 
the Church of God. the happi- 
weſſe of which, 1 am ſure you de- 
fire ſo much to ſee;, and that God, 
in Chriſt to his may b « dll in all, 
though you were wot at all, And 
knowing you are at all times wil- 
ling to give forth your ſelfe in 
love for the grad of all that de- 
ſire acquaintance with, and hnow- 
ledge of the Truthes of God. 
| know - 


knowing you t9 be iaken up by 
the power of the love of God: and 
8s toe Apoſtle Paul, Pal. 3. 8. 
Which counted ail things 
drofle a4 dung in comp-riton 
of the knowledge of Chriſt; 
So 27 qu-{5i04 not 6ut yea, whoſe 
ſpirit is taken up with a power of 
love, will count it your greateſt 
happineſſe, to declare 80 otiver's 
the breathines forth of that 
love; and will efteeme all othcr. 
time miſpent in compar 40:32. of 
an opporturitic wherein | yol. 
way declare God in his lowe, to 
his Saints: wot over then. v4” 18 
them, And therefore F make 
bold to preſent you with [oe 
paces of. Scripture, deſiring 
your thowghts on them, and 
what. may bee gatbered from 
them, as the ' rggr#} in- 
rendeth by them: And 1 ſpall des 
fre God to diref? you in them. 
— =_—_ 


| that by yu as an inſtrument, 
his minde may be made knows 


4  fromibers. 


The Scriptures ave ſuch as 
ſeeme to ſpeake contradiftions 
(but 1k. ow it is bec:uſe we want. 
light in ns to diſcover the deepe 
things of God, Some ſerming 10 


T þ ſpeak to man, as if inhimſelfe, 


he had power to tarne to God, 
_ thongh the Apoſtle ſaith in Phil. 
2. 13. Ir is of Ged, which 
worketh in you, both to will 
and to do. Other Scriptures ave 
ſuch as ſpeak of Gods Free graces 


himſelfe for us, and ſetting his 
love upon us, witheut any pre” 
paration in #5: And. ſrme ether 
Scriptures which F ſhall d: fore 
you for the good of ſome other 
your friends. to ſpeake from 
them, what the Lord is pleaſed 
to give forth to you of them; 
And 


and love to mankinde, in givizg 


Dru Ir EEEII——ro—e———_ 
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And though theſe many Scriptures 
at the firfl may ſeeme to ſtartle 
you, 7n regard of the great 
take, yet let the confpderation of 
the great good, you may be an in- 
ſtirament of to ſome, which (6 
wuch long iu theſe darke times, 
to know the mind of God from 
them, be prevalent with you, | 
fo Anſwer my requeſt , that ſo | 
kzowing his love and will, wee _ 
may be taken wp bythe power of | 
lowe,ts do his will. | 
Thus r0t doubting of an An | 
ſwer, as ſpeedily as you can conve- 
wienly: ceaſing to. arge yu any. 
mare » But with the Darkneſſe 
sf the mindes of thoſe who 
wauld much reigyce in that 
light which God hath gives | 
you, that it my be mad: 
out to them by the power of | 
ihat Spirit that hath given it _ ; 
telfe forth in you : C:mmending ' 
you | 
| 


: : I 


So 

1 fi 10% tothe Lord, and to the Word 
.th NM - his grace, which is only ablets 

F « Wii, | ow qJ"#, and wake Out the miftc- | 


he uf rie of his mind to you, F reſt, with 


The Seriptures menticndd 
in the 6. & Let: er, Arc 


{c. 
pagys chi c 


Jonn: 14. 1. 


by JLE* OS Jonp ho x” BS» | #-; erpeblel : VC 
RR” in God, belerws 's ale i 57 


14 Ach. 
v.4-$:p. 15 Joun T 46. 8. 
y. 6, 16 6- Teſws ſaith n:to vim i; am the Wer, 
the truth, and the life: no m:ncomerhb 
| unto the F athey but by be. 
1 aþ22 s Philip [aith unto him, Lord, foew 
POOWe us the Father, and it ſufficerh HS, 


REV L. 21. latter exd 
ofthe g, w:rſe. 
Cine hither, and | wii? hw thee 
P 33 the Brides the Lawbss wrfe. 


2 E$SAY+ 4". II. 
48 He flat frede bis flock like a Shrp- 


beard : 


* as heard: he ſpall gather the lambs with 
RK his arme, ard carry them in hy bo- 


Q DN ſome, and © 11 geatl Jy tHeade tboſ: e that 


£29 are with young. 


|  RavnxL. 16. beginaing of _ 
tidnd 


& the 19: verſe. 

TER Axd the great C ity Was divided 1u- 61 
ac 70 rbrec parts. 
-.\' HO$KA. IO. I2. 
3Z Sowe to your ſcives in righteon(- 
led e Je »eſſr, reap 5 WEICY: breake Kp Jour 
8 1x8 266; fallow ground: for sﬆt 1s tine to ſeeke 

the Lord, till he come, and raigue 


righteomſneſſe upon you. 


| h =Y JR. 4. 3. 4. : | 
4 For thus [auth the Lord to the wen 265 vol. 6:7 
wd, fry” 97 1udab and leruſalem. (anl g.c 58 


the Way, ; 


Breaks up your fallow ground, Pl. 
and ſow not among ſi thornes. 
Circumciſe your ſelves to the Loyd, 
and take AWay the foretkss of your 


hear Fi 


thu; 


SR ; | 


The Queſtions anſwered 


in the Second Letters are 
theſe. | 


p49 3& 1] Sa Chriftian freed from the Mo- 
rall Law, yea or no? 
3. Whe ther 4 C briftian texmpred 


#6 finne , ſhould ſtrive againſt fre $ 


is 


v 


ea, or no * | 

3. Whether ſanti:fication caw evi- 
dence juſtification , when juſt fication 
lies dark ? Wd Leen hs 

4. How ſhall a peor ſoul, that hath 
not the Witzeſſe of the Spirit nor can- 
not (ce any gooaxe(ſe im it ſelie : How 
I ſay, ſha'l ſac «4 {owle take comfort? 
Or, on What condi:342n hall We tender 
comfort to /nch a ſom? = 

To which is added a fifth ; viz. 

5. Fhether Chriſt in his comming, 
aid purchaſe Lite, and Salvation for 
AP or oxely for the Ele ? 
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8 A 
a DISCO VERIE 
of Truth : 


Preſented co the Sonnes of 
T'xuTnH. 


Rn a 


ahEP% ns EF you in the Lord ; 
SIP} x-joycing.much to 
ZD $5 h-ar the nog 

60: of Chriſt by you. 
SK] ſhould rejayce : 
7 have an opportuni- 
! tie to exchange ſomething: of the 
* language of Chriſt with you, faccto 
1:11 face. I have received your Letter,the 
S yo of which Iconceive is this ; that 
],or rather Chriſt by me,would give 
you an anſwer of certain places of 

Scripture, thus, 

B Firſt, 


+ FE == Ear Friend, I lute 


A diſcoverie of Truth. 


Firſt, what I by the ſpirit of God 
do apprekend to be the mind of God 
in them. 2. What concluſtens na- 
curally may be edrawn from them. 

W hich Scriptures, as you expreſle 
in your letter, ſcemes to contraditet . 


exch other: ſome of them breathing | 


forth the Goſpcll, wherein all duties 
are ſweetly layd upon the power ef 
life, given in by God; the other, 
laying duties upon the creature, te 
get life ir-:12 God. To which 1 an- 
iwer, according to that light which 
God hath given in to me, ſo is he 
apprehended by me, and according 
ro that you (hall have an anſwer _ 
from me. 

For the Scripture, which is the 
word of God, none can underſtand 
bur ſuch that live in God, and ſo 
receive the knowledge of his minde, 
not from the ſecond, but firſt hand, 
which is the. priviledge of the 
Saints; Who know truth frem 
falſhood, and that by living intruith: 


Now this word of God, which in-_ | 


deed is God, bur as it is looked up- 
on by ns, and given out to us, in 
| _ thoſe 


A diſcoverie of Trath. 2 


thoſe two things is the word conſi- 
dered, as Law and Goſpell; and if 
yeu look-yupon theſe not in God as 
God, but as a word held eur te us, 
then there is a diftcrence, and that 
thus. El | 
We may deſcribe the Law thus : Peut.4-1. 
A Declaration of duties ; holding Lev. 23.5. 
forth life : not to Þs given ro us, 
\ but. wrought out by its. 
The Goſpell we may deſcribe 
thus; Ic is a tender of a full Chriſt, 


4 ich from a free God te a nothing crea- 


decordin ture : in which tender, God is plea- 


© ne ſed to give down. life from him- 
NT ,felf, not encly to be held out tous, 
«ih 76 th bur alſo to be revealed in us; So x4 
$15% that this light inus,. really becomes Rom.s.;, 
| life forus, to preduce in us, and att 8 o 4. 
” by us, what in the Law is required 19h. 15:5: 
_ ofus; in which deſcription,you may 
» confider theſe Corrolies. - 
* Firſt, that the comming of Chrift 
m- .+ from Goa the father, ro rhe ſonnes | 
0g 09%. of men, Wag not the cauſe, but the Ioh. 3.16. 
Ly WAN” effe& of the love of Ged. 
00887 Secondly whatſoever is required 
TY BY of us,or can be c_— by us, is - 


4 A diſcoverie of Truth. 


be found alone in Chriſt, as he is 
held our to us. | 

Ezck 15. Thirdly, that the tender of Chriſt 
"Log 45, £9 US» is net to any qualzfication in 
Rem. 5.8, US, @r any good wrought by us. 
Ioh. 14.6 Foarthly, it is Chriſt alone that » | 
brings down life from God, and 
carries up-the ſoule again to God. 

Fifrhly, what we gather from 
the ſuppeſttion, in the diſcription 
is this, that the tender of Chriſt 
in a promiſe, which is the ſumme of 
che promiſe, Chriſt firſt receives ug 
in the going forth of himicite 
through the protriſe, before we re- 
ceive him in going out to the pro- ! 
miſe ; And that is cleare from this 
ground : Becauſe we cannot go out 
to him, till we injoy a power from 
him, and we never injoy power 
from him,cill we by the going forth 
- o—_— arc laid hold on by him- 
elfe.? ERR SR = ec 


Rov19.20. 


:: Deare friend, for the uſe of the. 
* Corolies, Lleave to you, o7 rather 


the truth in you, which is able ſo 
to untold it ſeife, as to overcome 


your heart with it, and filence all 
diſputes 


A diſcoverie of Truth, 


diſputes ot reafon chat is againſt it. 

Now for the Law; :o thoſe that 
ſee ir onely by a lighr ther flowes 
from it, ai-d nor accerdirg to the 


rules of che G«fpcil, jt will or only 


ſeem to be contrar+ to the Golpell, 
bur will cauſe che beholder io con- 
verc tc Gofpell into Law, and 
preach the Golpell as Laws and that 
1s one Element where Antichriſt 
lives. And that is the reaſon why 
we have ſo many men in theſe daies 
that preacÞ, and prefle men to make 
brick withour ſtraw. 

But paſſi-s over that, the Law I 
muſt contcſleis nor looked upon di- 
ſtintly from the Goſpell , by rules 
of the Guip:1], which darkens to us, 
both che Law and Goſp:ll. 

But we are to conſider the Law 
thus : Firſt, chat the Law, is thar 
wherein God diſcovers his aurhort- 
tie 2$ 2 God over us,rcquiring duries 
of us; and althoush we have loſt 
that abllity co ar:\wer Law , yet the 
Law concrinues to declare Gods au- 
thoritic, but not our abili:ie- Aud 
for ſuch cxpreſlions in the Wcrd, 
| 4 Tot 


A diſcoverie of Truth. 


Tow muſt work, you muſt ds tbis 
and that ; it. is not to declare our a» 
bilitie, but left to declare Gods au- 
thoritie, and this is the firſt rale to 
judge of the expreſſion of the Law, 
ſo as they may not ceatradict the 
Goſpell. 
Objef. This ſeemes not to bea 
truth, becauſe that ſuch expreſſions 
in Scripture are not few but many, 
5£1s not onely at one time but often; 
ro Which 1 anſwer. 
__efuſwer. Had God withdrawn 
and not made out theſe diſcoveries, 
which manifeſt his authority, tit 
would have been conceived, that 
when there was an alteration in the 
creature, that this alteration 
wrought an z=lreration in God; And 
ſo ir mighe be apprehended , that 
ſomething below God, had power 
ro cauſe an alteration or change in 
God; which the Holy Ghoſt will by 
no expreſſion admit of {nach a con- 
itrution, | 
Second Rnle, God was pleaſed 
from his iffinite love to give a 
Chriſt, not onely to fulfill the = 
CF 


{4s | 

+ , "S. —_—  — 
a k 

| , 


AM diſcoverie of Trath. 7 
for us, but alſo ro bea light; as in , Cor. ;; 
us, fo alſo a light held our co us, in 15. 18. 
which light we are to ſee the Law: Heb-12. 
For we are not now to ſee the Law 7***: 
44 inthe valid lighr of Afo/cs, but in 
the uncovering lighr of Chriſt: and 
if you thus ſee the Law, you (hall 
ſee that which in the hand of Loſes 
wa- required to get life; in this 
light of Chriſt you ſhall ſee it held 
out, as ations to be done by us, as 
begotten of life; in the other, ro 
work that we may be loved, here to 
work in that we are beloved; and 
this preſents the Law lovely. 
For dear friend, know this, that 
nothing is injoyed by us as iris in 
irs ſelfe, unlefle it be apprehended by 
2 light fatable to its ſelf ; for if we 
look upon'a white objeR throngh z 
red glaſic, the obje& is not white to 
uUSASIT IS 1N its ſelfe, but red accor- 
ding to the light through which it 
iS apprehended by us. So God in 
the Law, if judged by the bare ex- 
preſſions of the Law, and not in the 
light of love, he appeares rough and 
not lovely; bue when we b:ing led 
B 4 torth 


A diſcoverie of Trmh. 
forth by Chriſt, and ſweetly gathe- 
red up in Chriſt, and there ſee the 
Law, we ſhall then fee rhe Law 
Rom. 7.12 Jayely; And fay as the Apoſtle, the 
Law is boly, juſt, and good. And fo 
we ſhail nor ſce ſuct a contradiction 
berwmxt the Law and Goſpell. 

When we thus ſee truth in truth, 
we (hall rhen fee a one-nifle be- 
twixc trath, or racher the truth, to 
beone,and thar only one; which was, 
Which is, which ſba.1 be. 

Bu: I fay no mort of the Law, but 
come to give an anſwer to your 

. Scrprures in perticular; accurding 
to your defircs. 

And firſt of the firſt ; being the 
I4. of Iohn and the firſt : Lee »ot 
Jour hearts be tronl:d, yer believe in 
God, helzeve alſo m me. 

In which S:rip ure, in generall it 
holds for theſe cwo thi::gs.. 

Firſt, a dehor:acion; Let not your 
hearts be troubled. 

Secondly ,, adireRtion ; Yee be- 
leeve in God, beleeve alſo in me: 
Burt that wee may underſtand the 
nzaning of the words, before we 

| | Come 


A diſcoverie of Truth, 


come ro draw conciuſfivns , confider 
theſe thirgs : 
Firſt, ihe party ſpeaking, Chriſt, 
Secondly , his cnds of 13 thus 
ſpeaking; wr ich was this : H+ being 
' co depart from rhem in his budily 
preſence, and knowing what evill 
diipoſt-ion there was in chew, knew 
well ac his departure they wouls be 
ful of feares , through much tr.u- 
b.c, and fofin agaiutt God. 
Thc DoRtiine from thence ob- Doe. 
ſerved, is this ; Thar it was the way 
of Chiifts care in all cis ceaChings, Toh. £6.33 
co keep his Diſciples from finfull Luk '224 
' fear : Conirary :o ſome mens teach- © 7-74 
ing now, Which preach obedience 
to br: drawn forth from the terrours 
of a Law, and not from the power 
of ve ; which teaching, produces 
direiy tach effes 3s thele. 
Firit, 1: rarker drives men from 
God, then drawes men to God ; for 
| Men are draws ro love , enely by 
love, and God 1s love. 
Secondly , tt.e creature to help it 
ſelf, ic rather fets-upon chat which is 
propcrly the work of God, then for 
iT 


A diſcoverie of Truth, 


it to work from a power of God, 
ſceingall ro come from Ged. 

Thirdly, ſuch teaching, teach men 
rather to live upon the creature then | 
GOD ; which we do; fir, - |, 
wken we live upon the attings of 
Goed to us; and ſecondly, when we 

live upon the ats of God in us, to- 
wards himfelfe; This condition is 

full of feare, and whether this be a 
finfull fear yea or no, I leave you to 
judge, which I hope have otherwaies 
learned -Chriſt; and ſo much of the 
party ſpeaking; with the end of his 
ſpearing. 

Now of the matter ſpoke , and 
firſt » of the dehortation ; I.er wot 
your hearts be troubled: The na- 
tare of a dehortation implyes ſin, 
and in this do not onely conſider the 
achortation, bur the partics dehor- 
ted, which was the Diſciples that 
were pofſefſed with Chrift, from 
whence obſerve this cencluſion ; 

Do. Thatnot only others,bur even the 
$30, members of Chriſt, through want 
UK.8.243 of knowledge of Chriſt, are apt to be 
"2" troubled with ſuch a trouble, that is 

COn= 


A diſcoverie of Trath, 


condemned by Chriſt; I ſhall ſpeake 
nothing of that trouble which is 
lawfull and approved of by Chriſt, 
nor of that trouble which is ſinfull 
and contrary to Chriſt, becauſe I 
have ſpoken of it in rhe concluſion 
befotc; onely from one terme in this 
concluſion, 1 will draw one Corre- 
larie, and that is this. 
Thar all rrouble that is a fin a- : 
gainſt Chriſt , doth direRly arife M*t-15.S 
.. . from ignorance of Chriſt : And ſo**** 
much of the dehortation. 
For the direfion , Zee believe tr 
" , God, believe alſo inm:: 
Firſt, Ye belteve in God, in which 
words 1s 8Or onely a direction, but 
an acknowledgement, yee believe in 
God, implying thus much; which 
{hall be as a concluſien. from the 
words, Which is this. 
That believing in God is the only 
| way to remove finfall crouble frem 
'_ - the hearts of the people of God : 
finfull crenble ariſeth in us,from the 
not living upon God: but from a 
living upon ſome thing below God; 
now ſe ſoone, and fo farre as 2 _ 
at 


A diſcoverie of Truth, ſhel 
hath power from God, to believe 
in Gcd, fo ſoone, x1d fo farre 15 he 
really raken up in God, and from 
thence made abie to live upon God; 
nuw b=cauſe i. is not a bare belie- _ 
ving,bu: a bcheving righdy rectified; 
Ciurilt ads this expreſſion, yee believe 


i» God, believe «Ilſe in me, Before we 
draw any thing from theſe words we 
will fixſt confider the meaning of 
them, when he ſaith, Belcewe in Goa, 
beleeve in me, not that he intends 
God one objcÞ& of Faith, and him- 
{clfe another, as being two, forthey 


are one; Therefore he {jth in chat 
ſame Chapter, He that bath | eene me, 
bath ſcene the Father , Therefore I 
conceive the meaning of the place to 
 bethnus; Tee beliews in God, belirve 
_ «lſo 173 me; That is, believe in God 
aS he 15 held our in me: the concluft- 

on from thence is this. 

Do That tharfaith which is the way 
: Cor.;. Of God to remove fiatuil troubles 
19. from the Spirits of the pcople of 
Toh: 17.3. God, is nota bare believing or God, 
2 Cor. 3. buta believiog in God, as he is held 


—— ate out in his Sonne Chriſt. hs 


— 
—— 
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The Devils belceve 211d rremble; 14m 2.49. 
the truth hath a power and aurhort- 

ty in it ſelfe, preſenced ro men, to 

ſubject their Spiri:s aad overturne 

| the reaſons of me), that chey are fo 
, carried our to afſ-nt to truth, that 
' they are made co acknowledge Truch 
to be Truth : So Sizer AMagus and 
Tulas. &c. 

This faich men may haveand go 
to heli, this faich though it carries A Zo 
men to aſſear to truth, yet it never 219 
gives men re live in truth: nor gives 
men power from truth, ts live an- 

h 0 ſwerable ro truth. 
ak 1 th. Bur chis faich which is to beleeve 
bebſeeves 50 God held our in his Son Chriſt, is ©<Þ+"1-T- 
; There 4 Goſpell faic": Sucha faith, rhe life 
Pati of which, b:leeving in Chriſt, is the 
yery excellency and glory of the 
Gedhead held onr by Chriſt : and 
may be thus deſcribed. - 
I- It is fora ſoule by the ſaper- 
|  naturall comminss in of:God,to en- 
Joy aſupernacutall light from him: 
by which the ſonle is made able to 
ſee a ſufficiencie in him to ſup plie all 
Its wants , carrying With it a _= 
ent, 
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ſent of will: from which deſcription 
we may draw theſe corrolies. 
Firſt, that the life of believing in 
Chriſt is not. onely of Chrift, bur is 
really iv Chriſl, it is really the ex- 
cellencic that is in Chriſt, which is | 
the matter, or obje& of faich, be= | 
| leeved by all that are pofieſt with 
Chriſt; I ſpeake this to ſhew 
what a ſweet union there is be- 
tweene the objedt and the joy. 
&# Second corolarie, that pow- 
er that preduceth faith, is not the 
bare diſcoveries of God in Chriſt to 
us : But it is by a ſupernatural! and | 
divine revelation, and diſcoverie of - 
Chriſt in us: I ſpeake this for this 
cauſe, to ſhew that truth doth and 
muſt take hold of us,beſore it can b 
— rruly believed by us. kl 
Can.z.ro, Thirdly, that. ſenle that truly by 
We faith ſces Chriſt, ſees ſuch trauſcen- 
P{:1. ,,, dent, and matchleſſe excellencie in 
;, Chriſt, that he is ſo overcome by ir, 
that keis by the vertue of it volun- 
tarily carried out, to conſent and 
ſubmit 10 it, 
And firſt , this is the cauſe why 
ſouls 
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leferivin ſoultes when once they come to fee 
les, Chriſt, they ſee nothing lovely like 
Eliering) Chriſt. 
rob batz Sccondly, that is the cauſe and 
Iy they, reaſon, why ſoules delight and love 
whidg , £0 livs in thoſe ſweer beames of love 
flick, which ſweetly runs forth from God 
ſt wii through Chrift, which is not onely 
to they light to them, bur life in them. Tak 2:4. 
reish, Dear friend , for the uſes of the Gal. :.:0. 
j concluſions, [I ſhall leave to you. And 
tpow; fo much 1in anſwer to this place of 
not the Scrypture. FE. 
hri Now the next Scripture being, 
Tehn 14. 6. 8. The words being 
etie of - Thus: Teſis ſaith to him, 1 am the 
for this 74) the truth, and the life, n0 mans 
oth ind commeth to the Father but by mee; 
catt be Philip faith to him, Lord ſheW ws the 
6 Father axd it ([ufiſeth us. 
teulyby Firſt, ef the ſixth verſe, in which 
{ - 4 words we may conſider an anſwer 
ln £02 Querie, Chriſt ſpeaking in the 
whos fourth verſe, faying ; whether 1 go 
=_ ' yee know, and the way yee know 
_ home anſwered in the fifth verſe; 
O. We knoW wot whither thou goeſfs , and 


how can We know the way? This ſeems 
IK ud __ co 


16 A diſcoverieof Trmth. 


to be a Paradox, ( briſt affirming the 
thing, and yet Thomas deiyi'g ite 

Dat. i, Thence wee way obieric this 
concluſion: Ir is one thing to know, 
and another, to know that wee 
know. 

Dof.,2. - The ſecond concluſion is, that 
Chriſt may knww that in us, and for 
us, that wee do not, nor cannot 
know, ir nor for ourſelves ; I ſpeak 
this for theſe ends. 

Firſt,roſhew it is a greater thing, 
and a higher priviledge , to bee 
known of Chriſt , thea to know 
Chriſt. | 

Secondly , it ſhould reach us to © 

Hol.11.3-live , noc upon our knowing , but 
upon our b-ing known of Chriſt : 
He thar lives upon his knowing, and 
not upon the thirvg knowne , hee 
lives upon the StreamcS, bur nor in 
the Fountain ; upon the beams , but 
net in the be3v ; ſuch a-man may 
have his diſcoveries of divine things 

| preſented ro him, bur he hatk lirtle 
of the marrow of thoſe divine mer- 
- Cies enjoyed in him. And now I 
come te the words themiclyes : 7 
aw 
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v5 am the way, the truth, andthe life, 

x0 11x comes to the Father but by 

eze: In which words you may con- 

| fidera ſweer diſcoverie of rhar di- 

Vine rig and og 
«. . "thatis in Chri't. Tof lainly, 

? B, lt theſe words hold ont; x 

Firſt, all rhat can be faid concer- 
ning the giving dow.ie of the d1 vine 
and ſweet Excellenci:s of GOD 
raroush Chrilt co ns. 

A:1d ſecondly, ati rhat can be ſaid 
of rhe ſweet Drinzing up of a foul 
from the couunings 1n of GOD 
through Criſt, ro God avair. 

And this :5 clerriy held forct in 
theſe words, whcre ne faic's; / az 
the W.2Y, rhe tr: hy FEY le. tan rhe 
way thit Gd gives down himfelt 
to you, and rcveales all chat 15 1rt 
himſeife for you; and I 3m the way 
through which you are giver: up © 
God, and-rhrough which yeu have 

{ſweet records anal communion 
with God, and it which you are 
made 'able (weetly to fee (as inan 
open glaſſe) the divine unfoidings 
of Gods bo me fecrets. I mean 
I - *"""- 


Ss 4 


Col. 9. 
2.Cor. }. 

13, 
Col. 2.9, 
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the myſtcr.c of his nynce, i that a 
foule 1s mind: 4 {weely With ne 


mirid of Ged ; fron Wich words 


thu; paraphraſe d on, we mzy ob- 
{crve the: bri-t COIC{1.>11S. | 
Dot. Firſt, thac Grad doth no: * 
way give down himf:lte ro us, as he 
isin hinſcife; bur thr. ugh Ctr 1t, 
who was for thac end ordai-'ed ; by 
himſelfe, he 1s a iu able iizar ro pre- 
ſeri ſuc an «bjet. _ 
if :brs. be fo, wii ſhall we think 
of thoſe that bave. fond var other 
wayes to brig down God to the 


' crex' ure, under ihe fa ne conſidera 


tion betorr token of 2 Nor ro ſpeak: 
of tre dead wiy ct narure, nor 
much of the d2rk way of the Law ; 
ba: alſo of f-:m gnilded part, and 
wayes of the Guipell, wich mcn 
do by ufitig Cwne cxprefions of he. 
Goipeli, do cndeav..ur to make a | 
con;unAtion of Law and Goſpell, 
as Oiic Way to brieg down God. 
May men have an art in theſe r1mes; 

ro turne the very cf: produced | 
by God , they goe about ro make 

chem Cauſes to canſe an alterstion in 


God: 


ruth, 

be, fo thy 
J With 
Which wo 
©, 


hs, 
(0, x) 
ugh Chri 
\rdained; \ 
loktop 


we thi 
nd our ofh 


Ged tot 
conſider 


Not to ſhe * 


I! we , ſ 
t the Lay 


(4 path , | 
Which 1 


do the {a ne. But if vuu 
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God: My merry: is this, chat 
even prayer aud t {ting, which un 
Gods way I much pris ; which it 
tru-, is one produced by a power 
from GOD; the «&::d is, co fic 
and ater us aut nor G OD. Mzn 
now a dayes make .thei: niea:'cs 19S 
a Way co tye acd conſtrains GOD, 
to alter and ro change GOD ; O 


 monſtrou. 1l defire te | "is che work 


bur abhor che way. 

O4jc&. Surely this faſting von 
fp:2k of, is nor ſo as you ſay, bur 
mult necdsbe trac faſting and pray- 
15-8, a0d thae for this cauſe; becauſe 
we have ſo many anſwers afte; one 
faſting and praying, of vur deſires in 
them- 

nw, To which I arfwer, if 
it bc fe, blefle Go4;: and | doit £0 
;214;.6 of te 
truch of taſti-g and prayc* , b. an 
anlwer at:er 1t, 4.:d vor by a right 
pertorming of ir, then w--47. d; ffo- 


rence 1s there I pray y-m berwixe 
the Faſt of D :v44, and che Faſt of 


Abob> Bur I fay nv more of this 


thing. 
" C * Do#Z. 


9 


-—\ -nyg Lak - 


F" ©2 
Joh. 6.44 
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Do. The ſecond cenclufion from 
this firſt ching is this, that no ſoule 
dees or can give himfoif up ro God, . 
till he enjoys pewer trom the ſweet 
giving  downe of G OD to him 
through his ſonne Chritt ; There 
may as well be refl-&ions of rhe 
beames of xz Sanne withour a Sanne,, 
AS Teturnes to God, without the en- 
Joyment of God, then chings aft 
really to its proper end, when they 
2& not only from, but in their own 
Flewenr, Bur vhac 1t 35 tolove from 
rke ſirengrh of love,anyt toattl:nypg 
2Cts, to a living COU, froE) tne Elite 
livg of a living powet? I leave you 
tro judge, whom I hope lives 
in thoſe fweer flreames : Whoſe 
ſpirit is fil] by living urider the 
drops of char divine fountain. 

Nag. The third concluſion, that 
we {ce nothing truly in God, nor 
have no reall communion with 
God, but that which we ſee and 
1330y in Chriſt as the way; Andiv 
much of this ficlt thing; 1 am the 
WAY. 

He faith alſo "-/ am the truth; . 

| Chriſt 


8 their own 
olove from 


(the diltil- 
_— 
hope lives 
nes : Whol 


p under th 


c will on, tt 
in God, 
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Chriſt may be faid to be truth theſe 
WAayC:-. 
Firft, in that he is the cauſe , de- 
claring cruth. . 
Secondly, he is the 6bjet or mat- Ib. 5.263 
ter declared by truth ; for all the 
Prophecs writ of him, ll Lawes, 
Propheſies, and promiles, pointed 
ag in. 
Thirdly, he is not ozely fo truth; E 
but he zs track efſeruially; Fr God ToÞ.r-7, 
was the Werd, and the Word was 
God. | 
He fairh ke is alſo life, that hereby 
he may appeat to be as he is,all in all. 
There is bnr three things efſen- 
1:33] in 2 mans Way. | 
Firſt,a way to walk in; 
Secondly, x light of truth ro dil- 
cover the way, | 
Thirdly, 2 power to carrie us on 
1n the way, or elſe you mnſtlye ſtill. 
So by this you may ſee, that 
Chrilt is all, in all to acbriſtian ſeu}- 
For we are by Chriſt,in Chriſt,car- 
ricd out to Gkriſt; he being the way 
to God; and the truth thac diſcovers 
God; and alſo the life rhar carries 
C 3 you 


ce 
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you on according to the cruth dit- 
covered to Gd 1n that way. 
D »ct. Ai: tncrefore the cor.clu- 
* fion from alli this, is this; That 
| Chriſt is all, in all to a chriſtian ſoul, 
he is all in them, all ro them, all for 
them. 
The uſe of this ſhould tcach us. 
Firſt to ſee all in him. 
Secondly, to looke for all from 
him. 
. Thirdly, to teach us to give all to 
im. 
N-w for the next words, where- 


in ©hriſt fairch, No man commeth to * 


th: Fatner but by me, This 1s but an 
exp'tcation of the former words,and 
the ſap: cunclvfion dues naturally a- 
riſe from it, which wz2s rt:is. 

That we ſee nothing truiy in God; 
nor have no reall communion with 
Ged, bur that whic® we ſee and en- 
Joy in Chriit, 2s the way; and I ſhall | 
ſay no more of this concluſion, nor 
of this verſe. 

Now I ſhall ſpeak a word or two 
of the cigit verſe, where Philip 
faith, Shew ns the Father, and it (uſ- 

ficeth 
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fic-th w; In W':1ch words in gene- 
ra], is diicoyrrid eſe ewo 0 ings. 
Firſt, a maniteſtacion of a grecar 
d:ſt.c, in chile words; Shew us the 
Fare. 
S.condly, the reaſons or grounds 
of ris d- fire, Firſt, he is a Farkcr; 
I teach Sccndly, tre Kiowledpe uf him 1s 
| A _ 118 good, in theſe words; 
Ana it Hires Hs, 
vr all frn In - deftre, conſider firſt rhe 
A party defiring, with the fp::ciall ac- 
pgiedlts caGon producing that dcfire, which 
| | & us the ſweet manifiitarions of God 
ls, where- | *by Ci:rift, how he was to be under- 
ſtood 25 held wont am Chriſt, The per- 
fon d:firi'g, was a ſoul poſi:fled 
with G.4, from whence obſerve 
this conciuſ1 :n.. 

That the diſcoveries of God by Def. 
Chriſt, d» abundantly inlarge and Cz. 5.4 
take up che hrarc and deſires of that 5-17. 
ſoul, that is reaily poſſcfled with 
God, as he gives forth Limfſcltc 
through Chrift. 

Firſt, Every thing loves to live in 
its owne light; Ged is the light of a 
ſoul poſſeſſed with himlclt, 

C4 Second- 


A dſcoverieof Trath. _ 
Secoridly every thing loves: and 
in love is mult inlarged to its 0Wne 
centes, but the foul which is profiled 
{cd with God, is by him, really cen- | 
tred in him. | 
Tairdly, nothing (tirs up a thing, ' 
or inlarges the deſire of a ching, to 
much as ; thar which is the onely {u- 
table good to the (brug | bur that 
fon} tha; 1s poilefles with God, and 
the life 1+ the joy 1D the ſou. really 
Wes from God, nothing 1 is fo ſ- 
tzblego..d chat j joy ,aS the unfold- 
ing ot God nimſclfe. 


Fourthly , men are catricd oulf 


Moiſt ſweetly and ſwiftly to that * 


they apprehend moſt loveiy . Bur 
that foul thar underſtinds the nn- 
folding of God, from being really 
pofleflzd with God, fees nothing ſo 
lovely 3s God himfſelt, aShe is keld 
euc in kis fanne Chriſt. I ſay no more 
ot this concluſion. 

Secondly, in the defire, you may 
ebſerve the mactcr do: fired, the ws:he 
thing deſired was to {ce Ged. Hence 

obirve chis conciniign. 
That ghe mari! f-itations of God 
12 


W Tre, 

og lore 
© tO its on 
DICh 1s poſl; 
it really cer 
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in the way of the Goſpell, 1s a Toh. ;.r0; 
very deſir2ble thing, and they that lob. 4.4:, 


know it w:i: defire after it. 

From rhe :ermes of rhe concluſt- 
on yeu way obſerve this» 

Firit, That the fight of God is an 


h ebjc&t wort: viewing. 


Secondly, the Goſpell is the one- 


lit ly way te {ce Cod in the objefts of 


bing is 6 
zeheunfol 


nl on 


fly to tha” 
dvely . Br 
Nas the 18 
being ret 
$ nothing 
asheishd 
[lay non 


love: 

Third!y , that no foul can rruly 
defire God in the way of the Gul- 
pell, till ke by him, has a knowledge 

him. 

Fourrthly, that ſoul that ever had 

rez!l knowledge of God , ca. be 
ſatished by ſeeing nothing but God, 
and io much of that concluſion... 

Thirdly, we areto c6nltder not 
onely the thing deſired, but the ex- 
rent of the defire; {hew ws. Poli 
did not onely defire it for himſelf, 
bur for others as well as himfclf: 


fireyouny , Thenee obſerve this concluſion. 


e Golem 


| F 


That thoſe deſires that runne 
forth ro God, and really ſlow from 
Cod, are not defires limited within 
2 ang ga breſt, þut Dm 

elt 
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ſelf for the good of vuthers, as forit 
ſelf - Thar life which is given our 
ro us and produces qgefires in us, 
doth really produce a felfe- denying. 
powerinus: That is the cauſe why | 
Chriſtians are ſo tree in their defires ' 
for others, and in cheir diſcoveries 
xo others, What is diſcovered in 
them. 
Streams thar flow from the foun- 
raine 2$ their center, nced not have 
ſecondarie cauſes to carrie them to 
cheir center 2gaine, for they narura!- | 
ly run into it, being really one wibs) | | 
it> SO It IS With Chriſtians , cit they 
Rand net in necd to hav: fomething = 
put in their mouthes in a ſecondary 
Mich.3.;, Way; Like thoſe Prieſts in Me-ab, 
whom unleſſe you put ſemerhing in 
their monthes, will bire : or like 
ſome who when they hear that 
there is an opportunicy to preach 
Chriſt ro crearures, *hey preſently 
demand whar they ſhall have from + 
cke creature? and if they can have 
more from the one, then from the 
ether, their deſires is raken off from 
the lealt ro the moſt, though there 
| is 
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is moſt 1iced where there 1s leaſt: it 1s 
tobe feared, that tc is net the peed 
of the man, bur the love of the means 
and mo:ey tha® carrics him. Itis nat 
fo with {:uls poficflcd With Chriit, 
Whoſe ©:cfires run out for ot: ers. as 
well 2s for ir ſelfe, in a {elf-Jenying 
Way, they cacnec chuſc bur breath 
for:a to others, what Chriſt breaths 
forth in them: So much of thac 
concluſion. 

Fourthly, conſider rhe obje&t of 

, their d: ſires, or the p.rfon of whom 

they dcfire, which vas Jeſus Chriſt, 

in theſe words; Lord few us. The 
conclufion from thence is this. 

D »&. That it is the foie work of May, 13. 
Jeſus Chriſt, co reveal God the Fa- 27s 
ther to the ſoanes of men. 

Firſt, He alone was deſigned of 

God the Farher for that ed. 
Secondly, none can truly and ful- 
ly diſcover God, bur thoſe wno tru- 
'ly and fully know God; but no 
man truly and fully knowes God in 
the firſt ſence, bur the Lord Chriſt: 
Ergo, none can make knowne God 
the Father to the ſonnes of men, bur 
| Chriſt, | Beſides, 


— ea nag es RT ———— 
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Beſides, if you conſider what the 
Frae knowledye oi God the Fa- 
ther is, through the teaching of the | 
Sonne, the very natvre of that de- | 
ſcription will confirm this doctrine.,' ; 
Firſt, we vil ſhow you waat 
this knowledSe 1s N01. | 
Firt,uota natural Night of iceing 
Goa, wherein reaton in apprenend- 
ing, doth fo comprehend, that rea» 
ſon is rhe proper judges of what is 
A ehended. | 
"Ie S::condly ,do we intend ale- | Jo, q 
all knowledge, which light fowes | 
rom the Law; wherein the ſou! 1s, We 
inade able to ſce God, 23 a God o- TE 
ver him, but not as a God ſor hun, 
unleſle they be for God, | 
Nor thirdly, we do nor intend , 
2 goſpell knowledge, in a notionary 
way; by thatI mean, mens run- - 
fung out to fetch in notions of the = 
truth, and are got fetchr in by the 
' power of the truth; and fo they ra- 
cher Carry notions of cruth, then the 
power of truth carries them: Ard 
chat 1s the cauſe why ſome walke 
igolcly in the profeſiion of the go- 
ſpcll, 


Ld 
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fider whit ſpell, which is 2a matter of great 

God they Brick. bh 
teaching of But men do cxceeding 1} in 

ure ofthe; laying theſe ſcandalls upon the 

n thisdodry Exch, a0d not diſtinguiſh profeſ- 
ow you w) #975 fron poſlefiors of truth. 

But to give you a deſcription of 

lioht off *he cxue knowledge of God through 
inapproha Chriit, we may defcribe it rhus, 
end, thaty . If fs a ſupernaturail light ſer up 
for of why 12 "be foule by God, rhe life of 
3 which iighr hath his reftdence in 
we intendal God, the aRings of which light is 
F light fom altogether tor God. 
bn the foul F:om Whence you mzy obſerve 
\ 232Gol theſe corolies, 
God fork The facit 15 this, that all means, Math, x1; 
i Nay the pericition of «ll things 27 
Jenin PASW Sod , cinmoc brizg a na- 
RAT zurall man fpiri-ually ro aaderftand 
ap God; for it is produced by a ſuper- 
3G naturall light, fer up in che ſou). 

From chat word ſec up in the foul 
I ou may obſerye this corolie.. 
"_* That thar ſoal thac really under- Ioh. 3.29. 

” ftands truth from being poſlefſed — 56: 

 Wita truth, nothing in that foul Phil-4.3, 

is exalted above reach, | 


Then 
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Pſal,21,r 3 Ther trom is werd, ſer up in 
the ſou! ty id; fro: wheice you 
may ob'erv- (4:15 COrO!1%:, 

It is a:one the poveer of Gold that 
exalcs {rw h. 
Anc t:2m this expreflion, rhe life | 
of which lig-.: iata hs reſidence ir | 
God; vbi>rve this corolie. 
That ſoul chat truly kaaws God, 
ea. from the cummir:g« 1n of Guy, chat 

Cane, , 2: lighr is really main:ained by 2 life 
” that is in God. | 

Then fr: m this word, the atings 
of which light is al:ogerher tor God; 

ED thercce obſerve this corolie. 

Foy That all trne Jivac rha- flowes | 

Gal.r.xs, from God, dor!: (weetly carry wnta 
ſou!, in every a& *o live ts God: the 
ebe of knowing is rhe lite of con- 
forming, and fo much of that con- 
cluſion. 

The next thing i5 t!1e marter de- 
fired, She Ww us th: F.:ih:yr, W hence 
: obſerve enis concluſion, 

£:2.63.169 Dot. To (ce Go.' 2s 3 Father, B 
that which 1s verv d-ftrable : that 
is the way that God preſcors him- 


ſclfe chrough Chriſt ro che ow 
© 
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of men, ro draw forth love in them 
_ to hi:9ſelfe, Ir is the very tenor of 
the Goſpel, thus to preſent God, 
and thus to fee God. Ic is a relaiion 
thac upholds and indeers more 
© then any: ir removes fear, and con- 
firms faich:we are nor co pickn: chis 
1G relation in the Guipel to be begot- 
, ten by obedience, bu: tc bcgert obe- 
| dience; but no more of this con- 
cluſi»n. 
Tt.e laſt thing is the reaſon ; and 
it 'ufficeth ws. Where you may not 
' onely fee the reaſon, it ſitficeth; 
bk that fon Pc he excenr of ic, it fufficech us. 
"—y Toe oblſerve theſe two conclu- 
E , ftons. 
wr Dog. Firſt, it is a facisfying good Pr. 4.6, ;. 
+ thi; £2 2 foul puſſciled wich God, roſce Pl 17.15) 
——_ God; ſuch a fonl as he lives and ſo 
ſees, ſo aifo he lives by ſeeing, and 
ſo farr as hte ſees God, fo farr he 
really enjoys what he ſecs, and in 
the enjoyment can ſce nothing like 
it. Aud as {acobs ſheep, who was 
made to conceive by xz ſight cf the 
ſpeckled rods in the Troffes where ©<*-2©- 
they drank : fo Believers who are *7” 
led 
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ied forth ro drink of thee fill wa- 
cers » Which are to refreth the City 
of God , and in them ce the beauty 
and {weetneflc of Ged, they imme= 
diacly conceive and bring torth 
fruic facable ro God. Tt is reported 
chat the Dove is made fruitful! by 
kiſſing, bur I am fure that Believers 
who are called Doves by Chritt, by 
the lea% kiffe oi che month of 
Chriit, arc made preſen:ly wo re- 
curn refle&ions of love co Chriſt: 
My beloved i3 mine, and 12m kis. 
Nc more of chis concluſion. 
And from theſe words not anely 
fatisfiz, bu: fatisfe us, you in1y fre; 
As before the defire of P41 z2,rhat 
others aſwell as htemclfe niche fee 
C:od; fo 11 this place you may ſe 
bis faith and knowledge 1n this 
word ; It will fatisfie us. Thencz 
obſerve this concluſion. 
Do&.Thart thofz thar areacqusyn- 
ced wich the effz&s of rae truth in 
themſelves, can alſo judge what 
fatisfaRion other enjoy from truth 
aS well as themſelves , that live 18 
the fame truth with py: 
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of = T bur I ſhall fpeake no more of this 
© the eCy concluſion nor of this verſe. 
th dexuy The next Scripture is in the 21 of 
Y EMS the Revelatien,and the latter end of 

ly tort the ninth verſe, Come hither and 1 

{5 IePirted wil ſheW thee the Bride, the Lambs 
Fruithul by Wzfe. 

_ The revelati6 holds forth 2 things: 

lt, Firſt, a diſcoyerre of Chriſt: 

mouth « Secondly , a diſcoverie of Anti- 
Wy wn chriſt, | | 

ro Chrik Firſt of Chriſt, and that in theſe 
L2mks things. 
ON, Firſt in the ſweet excellencic of 
not one himſelfe. 
my its Secondly , the near oneneſſc the 

#ipthi Saints have with himſclfe. 

mghtk Thirdly,the great vitory and pri- Reve.r.1; 
m may: - viledges th Szints have by Chriſt. 247 5,15 
Fe 10 th Secondly, the diſcoveric of Anti- $05: 7 
$. Then: chriſt is held out in three things, ' | "ply 

| Firſt, in his Riſe. Revec. 13> 

racrqui> = Secondly, in his Reigne. [eZ 

ke triton , Thirdly, in his Ruine. | Neve. 2 A 
7e wit —= Thediſcoyeric of Chriſt in the laſt Slat re 
om tl thing, which is the priviledge, the way 
at live viRtory , and the deliverance the 
enfeles Saints have by Chriſt, is ſweetly. 
— D held 
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held forth in theſe words; Come hi- 
ther nd 1 will ſheW thee the Briat the 
Lambs Wife, 
In which words yeu ny conf 
der rwo things. 
Firit, an exhortation mM theſe 
werds, Come there 
- $:condly, tlic reaſons or incou- 
ragements to back on the exhortart- 
on 10 theſe Words;a74 / Wit ſh:W thee 
»be Brake, the L« be Wil, 
Firſt, of the ex+.ortatior, wherein he Ne 
you may corſider theſe things, 
Firſt-rhe parcy exhorting, an An- 
gel. - 
Secondly , the party exhorted, | j; 
Joun, a ſonl pefſeſlcd wich Chriſt, | 
from thence obſ: rve this concluſion, 
DoS, That God hath not onely men, 
Reve 1.1. but Angels if need require, to. 
Luk.z 1c preach tke priviledge that comes by 
Chriſt to Chriſtians: Nay, i”. 4 h 
| then they . ſhall be anraught, God 


_ will teach chem himſelfe; ſo much? he 
for that concluſion. 4 


Secondly, conſider the exhortation 
it ſelfe, in theſe words, Come hither; : of th 


in che bowels of wh ich eXhorcation 5- God, 
: 'S 


' 


Wh, , A diſroverie of Truth, 


$4 C o . » 
i Brides 1 included a {weer admiratwon;from 
z thence obſerve this corclutftor. 


_ Tha: in the underſtarding_ of che 
May-coni einion berweene CHRIST and 


b Chriitiars, it is fa l ot high divine 
NN the Qiſteriall wor:ders. , 
- , — And this will appear if you conſfi- 
> Of It Jerthe nature of 17, che priviledges 
exhorty the Saints have 11 1c, or the glorious 
a frewe eff-&s that flow from it, nay if you 
Je "mW conitir no more but this, the near- 
", whett \jefſc berwix: the ſeeing, and the ob- 
ung: ject ſeen; and the ſweet, and ſwift 
8,04: a&ing of the ſpirit whea it ſees, in 
-* © gunningourto the thing (cen, fo that 
.exhorty it really. itjoyes and lives in the 
"ith Chei thing ſcene: bur no mare of thar. 
concliln Now from this werd,come hither , 
onely nn his meaning 1s not to come from 
require, | one place to another, nor from one 
at comah perſon to anGcher, for places and 
Nay, rite perſons, of themſelves, and from 
auphr, (n themielves cannot fartzer diſcover 
| e; ſod Fruth:; ſo this word, Come hither, 
_ -- doth implic a draweiag up of the 
athortita Spirit of J 08a co a higher degree; 
Coir, of the injoyment of the light of 
wehertits) God, that from thence he may be 
1: Tran,” —_ made 
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made abie co underſtand a further 
diſcoverie of God, from thence you 
may obſerve this corcluſron. 
M.. "A. Thacnoſoul cannor doth any fur-- 
Plalis.g. ther ſee the manifeſtations of truth, , 
** the chey by it,are gathered vp in it. 
The reaſon of this is, becauſe that 
the truth is as well che life of the 
eye; as the glory of the ubjeR, un- 
lefle the eye be 1mlarged, as well as 
the glory of the ohjeft, we cannot 
ſee whar is diſcovered, and the . 
being fakenup in the truth, is the | 
inlargement of the eye to ſee the 
truth; and there 1s never no true ſee-, 
ing till there is ſurablenefſe berwixt 
the eye and the ebjeR: that is the 
reaſ-n Bars and Owles do net love 
to fly but at evening tide, and that 
is the cauſe the Eagle loves to look 
upon the ſun, becauſe rhe Eagles eye 
and che Sun hath a ſurablenefle on 
them, and fo, people legalliſed by 
the Law, do not delight to look np? 
en the glorieus diſcoveries of rhe 
Goſpel, and thoſe thar are Goſpel- 
liſed, leve to ſee nothing elſe but the. 


$lory of the Golpell, bur I ſhall ſay 
ng | 
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no more of chis conclufien. And ſo 
mach of the exkortatien. 
Now for the encouragement. / wil 
fa- w thee the Bride the Lambs wife. 
Firſt, / will ſhew thee, thence ob- 
ord mis {erve this concluſion. | 
; Thac the manifeſtation of Chriſt, Dy, 
\ is iNcouragment enough tre chriſti- proy, s, 
ans to herken to Chriſt,thar ſuul char 31.35; 
ever Was acquainted with ir, needs 
ne more incouragement to draw 
ferth i:s ſpirit ro Chriſt,then to car 
it ſhall have a manifeita:iun of Chriſt 
they ſee ſuch excellencies 19 ir, and 
receive ſuck ſweet content by it,rthar 
. by the diſcoveries of che miſteric of 
the Goſpel, ye may even as ith a 
twined thread, lead afoul Goſpelli- 
ſed round about the world. So much 
of that coacluſion. 
Come hither and I will few thee the 
Bride ; in theſe words is the macter 
y ; fhowne,which is the marrow of the 
| bl . incouragment, ſeroutin theſe t 
yp (0 f words; The B ride, The Lambs w Co 
ou Firſt, the Brids, which metaphor 
Lo ph ſers out the enenefle berwixt Chriſt, 
del 2nd his church, therefore the (pirir 
phe 


A 


D3 declares 
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 _ Claresherto bea B 5de, and to make 
this ticle appear glorious he ſaith, the | 
Lambs Wite; that ſo it might appear: | 
that this ticle given to ker by Chriſt 
is ſo farre glorious,as ic flawes from 
union with Chkrilt. #5 
Bur firſt I will begin with the 
word Bride, from whence obſerve th Brit 
this concluſion. . | 
 Doft. That there is aſweet Matrimo- 
ag 2:19. njall Contrat berwixc Chi iſt and 
en Lock 5- his Church; for provf of which 
529 concluſion, 1 ſhall do theſe: three 
things. 
Firſt, I ſhall pro -e it by Seripture, | 
Secondly, 1 fazll ſhew you how» | &, 
it azre?2s with a Mitrimonial Con- uſd 
Gods 


tract roo, and therefore hcly ſet out 
under that title. 

Thirdly, Iſhall (now you where- 
inittranſends all other mairimonial 
contracts in the world, for this Li:le 
is bat a Metaphor, and Mera phors 
are not to compare, but to declare on 
Chriſt,and therefore there is a tran- * ye « 
ſcendent excellencicin the union be- Arrio 
rwixt Chriſt and his Church, thart is 
not te be found in the limits of rhais hwy 
metaphor, But 
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Bur firſt, for the proofe of the 
thing , Hoſ, 2, Ig. 1 will betreth 
thee 10 ms for ever. Ela. 62. the 
Latter end of the fiſth verſe, eAs a 
Brid-groome. rejoyceth . over his 
| Brid: , ſo ſhall thy God rejayce o= 
wer ther, Joh 3.29. He that hath 
the Bride is the B rIaegreome- | 

And for the ſecond thing where- 
in it duth agree with the matrime- 
niall cortracht, therefore ficly ſo cal- 
led, 3s appeareth 1n tice things. 

Firſt, becauſe there 15 a pertiicu- 
tar woing, b:fore tkere is an a&uall 
poſi. flicg or uniting; as you1 may 
» ſee, 2Cor. 5. 25. Now we are Fm 
b-ſſ «dors for Chriſt, as th:ugh (504 
e14 beſeech you to be re:co:cled; 
Gods woing is notbirg elſe but 
the ſweet cxpoſtulations ot love 
With the {ul}, by which he brings 
home a ſol tc himfelfe, and mules 
a foul one with himſelfte. 

Secondly, 2 mu:nill conſent of will 


8 * 1s the <f{cnce, 25 iN other, fo in this 


marriage, Ilohn 12, to as many as 
received bims bur the word ſhould 
de read,as many as conſented to him 

D 4 unto 
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nato them he gave the priviledge of 
the ſons of God. 

Thirdly, as in other Marriages fo 
in this, there is a ſpeciail living with 
each other, Chrift lives with the 
ſou), and the ſoul lives wich Chriſt; ' 
not onely as domeſticks, bur as be- 
ſome friends; in which familiarity, 
there is ſweet imbracements and 
ſpirituall falurings, and makirg 
knowne the milcries of cach others 
minde to each other,thcough which 
they are ſweetly wrapped up iteach 
other: Theſe ſoul-ravithing refreſh- 
ments thar the Saints enjoy in this 
fellowſhip with Chriſt, none knows 
bur they that injoy it, for Chriſt 
lives ſo with a ſ{oule, and a foule fo 
' with Chriſt, tha: under that confi- 
deratien, a foul is but a Nownse 
«djs ive, and cannot ſtand or fic by 
it ſelfe, withour Chriſt. © On 

Fourhly, as in other Mat'rimeni- 
all unjons, ſe in this, the ſonl is 
made fruitfall by living withChriſt, 
for it is alone the ſweet and gleri- 
ous diſcoveries of Chriſt,that makes 
a ſoul bring forth fruit ſutable to - 
Chriſt, Fifchly 
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F Fifthly,as in other mariages there 
is a kind of carn{-aGting of cach o- 


"nj. Thers COndi'10N tO EACh other; the 


riches of rhe Hu: band to the Wite, 
a! d the povertic of the Wife co the 
Hus band : So ic 1s berwixt Chrilt 


» and a Chriftia. 2s yeu may ſee in 


| the 2 Cor. 5. anG }a.'; He that knew 
no fonne became fin for us, that we 


| mighy be made the righteonſneſſe of 


God is him, Whatſvever Law, 


| fin, or conſcience hath againſt a 
man, is taken away by Cuxisr, 
he being ene with CyurIsrT, and 
all that is in Chriſt, given forth by 

God through Chriſt, is made ©- 
| ver toa chriſtian, made one with 
Chriſt,and isas really a chriſtians as 
Chriſt himſelf. 

Sixthly , 'as in other mariages 
there is a ſimputhkiſfing one with 
the other, ſo in this Chriſt ſweetly 
fimpathiſes with his ſpouſe, and the 


| ſpouſe ſweerly fimpathiſes witch 


Chriſt. 

Seventhly , as-in other. matri- 
moniall union ſo in this; in their ab- 
ſence fremeach other,there is much 


arty 


longing . 
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longing for each other, and in the 
preſence of each other, much rejoy- 
cing and delight in each ether: And 
ſo much of the ſecond thing. 

For the third, whercin it tran 
cends all other matrimoniall con- 
trafts in the world; that it doth in 
thele Perticuiars. 

Firſt, in that the mutuall conſent 
of will, flowes from one and the 
ſame power ; it is not fon o:ker 
matrimoniall cantracts: for though 
2 man hath a wiil co marry a Vur- 
gin , yet he hath nota power io 
make her wiiling to conſent to 118, 
Bu: it is fo with Chriſt, thar, that 
power of love that carrics out 
Chriſt cobe willing ro make hi:;felf 
one withus, the ſame power makes 
us Willing to be one With kims 

Secondly,i in other mariages mens 
love is caricd out to the party b.lo- 
ved, 3s being beaurijull ; bur it is 
nor t with Chriſt, for Cirift doth 
not match with us becauſe we are 
beautifull, bat being deformed to 
make ns beautifull: and this you 

E32y ice inthe 16, of Ezek. 5.6: 8: 
wherc 
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where .you may ſee the time of 
Gods love was, Whey they were 
in their blond: And God their cn- 


tred into covenanc With them, not. 


becauſe they were beanrifuil , bue 
even wie they were in their bloud, 
and this he did to make tkein beau= 
tifull. As yoa may ſee EZcK. 16.1 4. 
where God faith, 1 beautift-d you in 
my own brauty : It a Moſes marry 
an Erhic;8.:x, ſhe 1s an Ethiopian 
fill, bu: ir is nor fo berwixs God 
- and the ſu", 

Tiurdiy, in other mari: gzs gom- 
monly men marrte fuch tha: are fu- 


table in por:ion, bu: Chritt never 


mars {uck that are rich, bur being 
pgore he maries them to make them 
rich;and for thate:id, Chriit becime 
noor- tat we inigac be made rich, 
Fourthiy, 10 ot1er M4rii22s in- 
frmitis 1.4 Wife. or accuia ions 
a2 1:1t J w:fe, doth many r1Mes 
rake off che love of a husbin{ 
fromthe wite; bu: irs never fo wich 
Chrilt; will che divell accuſe 1b 
to the Lord? yet the Lord is not 
changed by it, buc declares the 
{ame 
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fame approbation of 7b as before: 
And ſo the ſpoute who kan 1:fir- 
mitics 1n her, and fhee confcflech the 
Cant. 1.5. fame, faying foe #5 black; yet Chriit 
val. 25; in the ſame Chapter faith, fhee 1s 
: ir and comely. 
' Fifchly,thar which isa juſt ground 
according to Law. to take off che 
love of a husband from his wife, {o 
that there is no acceprarce to be 
found wi h a husband in the re- 
turn of his wife ; its not ſo betwixe 
God and the ſoul: And this you 
may ce atlarge inthe 3. of Jer, and | 
the firſt verſe. | 
 Sixthly, that which makes a {c- 
pera:ion in part, or whole berwixt 
a man and his wife, neither in part 
nor whole can make a ſcperation 
betwix:t Chriſt and a chriſtian. 

As poverty, impriſonment, and 
baniſhment, may make a ſeparation 
in part; and death makes a totall fe- 
paration ; Bur know this, if the 
world makes a chriſtian poore, or 
ſends him into priſon, or banifh- 
ment, all this cannot deprive them 


of ſweet fellowſhip and commu- 
non 
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nion with Chriſt; who hath ingz- *] 
ged himfelfe ro be with them, and 
to unfold. himſclf ro them, nor lefle 
but more at ſuch times : when le- 
remie and P.u! was in priſon, when 
more enzoyments from God, and 
unfoldings of God, then ther? And 
then for dea:h,its fo farr from ſepa- 
rating us from God, that then is the 
time we have afull injoyment of 
God. Ani herein I have diſcove- 
red,w :ercin this mitrimonaiall con- 
rrat deth tranſcend all other : I 
ſhould draw a corolie from cach of 
theſe perciculars, but for brevities 
fake I will pafl- rh-m over ; and 
make only a bricf uſe or two of in- 
tru Tion, from the whole conclu- 
ſton. 

And firſt to inſtru& us; if this be Y/e. t. 
ſo, rhen let it reach us to look up- 
on Chriſt as a husbandzand that we 
do, when we de theſe things: 
Firſt, when we leoke npon him, 
aS none like him. : 
Secondly, when we look for all 
lawes and government from him; Ic 
is not the wives duty to make _ 
ut 
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but to ob:y lawes ; {> j* 15 not the 
Churches diy co rrakeiaves for 
the worſhip of Chril:. bur to con- 
form to ſuch law:s for worſhip. gi- 
ven forch by Chrilt. 

Thirdly, we are ſaid to looke up- 
on Chriſt as2 tsband, not onely 
When we 99 07 in our duty to con= 
form to him, bur alſo when we lay 
all our pover:y and deb's upon 
him. Bur itis here with ſome chri- 
\ ſians as ic is wich ſome ſimple wo- 
men, Who ou: of z pretended hnmi- 
litie (chough re3ll pride) inſtead of 
laying their debrs upon their kus- 
bands (who kave enough) they 
pinch themſelves to pay their debts 
from themſelves. $2 many chri- 
ftians, when the law and co::\cience 
comes to them with a wri:, they 
not knowing their freedom from 
them, do not ſend chem to Chriſt, 
and lay them upon Chriſt. bat cn- 
deavourto ar{wer ſuch :#7.i.12e trom 
their reſolutions ava1nſt fin, and 
from theic confor:miis to Chriſt: 
and fo ſer up their reloluctons and 
conformitie, as a Criſt, 

Fourth!y, 
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Fourthly, we ſhould looke upon 
Chriſt as a husband, in looking for 
21] maintainance frum him. 


Fifchly , in doing all things for 
. the honour of him. ; 
 _ N:t uſe is of comfort; to com- Vles 2 
| fort ail the people of God,rthat they 
have f{ach a husbind provided for - 
them, which is God: Ic 1s a conge 
« fort co them in it eſe perciculars, 
| Farit, inthat he is a bulband, that 
lookes for nothing in you 0 draw 
+ his love to you, 


Secondly, no infirmity in you,can 
; drawy his love from'you- = 

- Thirdly, nothing thac befals'you, 
can make a ſeperation berwixc 
Chriſt and you. 

Fourthly, he will call yon trons 
duty, but he will give youa power 
ſurable ro perform duty, 

Fifchly, ye may be ſure he i fuck 

2 hnsband,that will be ſo farre from 
failing in his love, that he will 
ko. fa all. in love: So muck of 
this uſe, and of this concluſt 100, 

Por theſe words; the Lambs wife: 
which i is an Explication of the for- 

mer; 
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mer, to make the former title gle- 
rious- Thence you may obſerve this 
concluſion. 

_ Thar titles given te ns by Chriſt, 
are fo farre gloriens, as they flow 
from union With Chriſt. Nay, we 
may adde one word in the conclu- 
fion, and draw it thus. 

That all cicles given tous by Chriſt, 
nay our very aQings towardsChriſt, 
is ſo farre glorious as it flowes from 
rinion with Chriſt, for if we be- 
leeve, or love, or rejoyce, or con- 
form, this is no farther glorious, 
then ir is 2 fruit of Chriſt, gowing _ 
fro union with Chriſt: Buc no more 
of this doftrine,nor of this verle. 

The nexc Scripture is the 49. of 
Tfaiah and the 11. verſe the words 
being theſe; He faall feed ki: flicke 
like a Shepheard, he fhill x 3ther the 
Lambs With his armse, and carry thens 
is bis boſome, ana ſhall gemly lead 
thoſe that are With young. | 

Whick Scripture is fo full of di- 
vine ſweetnefle, that I do not know 
how briefly, to givean anſwer to it; 
all chings that are efſentiall co the 
OM bringing 
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bringing home of a ſoul co Chriſt, 
and all divine priviledges belonging 


| to a ſoul, thus breught home; and 


aolg0! + 
re ele! 


or 


I 
5 - ol 
' 


all objc&ion that can-be made by a 
ſoul againſt theſe, arc ſweetly held 
forth and anſwered in this verſe. 

If a ſoul doth objet and fay,Iam 
dead ard have no power? how ſhall 
I come to Chriſt. 

Chriſt anſwers; 7 will gather 
them with my armes ; the arme of 
Chriſt is the ſtrength of Chriſt, and 
the ſtrength of Chriſt is the power 
of love, held forth in Chriſt. 

And further, whereas they may 
obje&t and fay, If I am brought 
home to Chriſt, I (hall have many 
oppoſitions , troubles and trialls, 
how;er where ſhall I bee preſcrved? 


Chriſt anſwers char, in this word, 


1 will carry them in my boſome , an 
expreſſion full ef divine refreſh- 
ment. 

And whereas they may further 
obje8t and ſay, I am but weake and 
newly begetten by Chrift, and am 
not able ro anſwer the commands 
of Chriſt. | 

E Chriſt 


la 
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Chriſt ſweetly anfwers; [ will 

drive them gently that are With young. 

tohn xo. Ve Will begin with the firſt ex- 

\6, >r:Mion , I will pather my Lambes 

loan 1446 with 7 armcid, gathering implics, 

rivging heme, thence @blerve this 
concluſion. 

Tar the btinging home of a ſoul 
to TCirit, is the ſole work of Chriſt, 
and this is cleer frem many places 
of Scripture, and ſo if you confider 
theſe things. 

Firſt what converfion is. 

Secondly if yon conſider the me- 
taphors the Holy-Ghoſt takes up to 
declare converſion by. 

Firſt, What converſion is, it is not 
a turniag from a rude courſe of life, 
by the power of education; nor itis . 
not a legzall conformity ro the Law, 
produced by the power sf eonvifti- 
08, that meerly aril: $ from che ter- 
rours of rhe Liw, ::ei* her 1S 17: a bare 
profeſſion of 'the 'Goſp*l, -withour 
bing poſſefled with it: butir'is for 
a ſoa! bythe. fuparnarural) com- 
mirgs in of Gd; fo ro he rzaken'up 
11 God, and overcome by God, bi 
: ac 
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the vertue of which he is carried af- 
ter Cod, agunit all oppefitions, 
whatſoever. h 

From the terms of which defcrip- 
tion, for your better information, 
ob{rve this ccrotie, 


Firft, that ic is above the reach of prov.is;; 


narure co bring ome 2 natural man 
to Gud, bur ir is {i -'gly and folely, 
the power of G:4. 

Secendly,thar every foul broughc 
home co God by a power &t Gog,is 
fwcetly taken up 5a tod hinfelte; 
Chriſtians are not only under love; 
bur they really live inlove, they do 
not onely reit on, bur they ſweerly 
reſt in the boſyme ef God bimſclte. 
- Thirdly, rhac the excellencie 
ſhewed in God, by foules brought 


home ro God, is an over couming 


excellencie. | | 
Truly triend, a man canno: ſpeak 
of this from a recall 13jzoyment of ar, 
but he is reaily, ſweetly, and iſwitt- 
ly- overcome by it1 O-wh:at divine 
wenders |! wha? refreſhing ſwe +- 
nefle; waar objefts of lay: 1 nay 
What all loye, deth that ſgul i-c in 
| E 2 God, 
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God, that really lives in the boſome 
of Ged. It is not poſſible for a ſoule 
to ſee its but he muſt, he ſhall be 0- 
vercome by it. 

Fourthly, the running forth of 
the Excellency of God\ſcen in God, 
is the vertue and power that carries 
on ſouls after God. 

Fiftkly,that no oppoſition againſt 

— Chriſtians in the following after 
_ +3-2- Chriſt, can any way take off the 
*?3+3* loveand defire to Chriſt. 

The reaſon is, Firſt, becauſe the 
more they arc oppoſed for profeſ- 
fing of him, the greater incemes 
they have from him. 

The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe they 
ſee a matchleſle -excellency in him; 
once ſee Chriſt, and none like him: 
water will quench fire in any place, 
onely in Lime, and there it will 
make it burn the more. Oppeſitions 
may hinder mens going en in pro- 
feſſing of Chriſtif not pofſeſſed with 
Chriſt; but they that are not only 
profefſors but poſſefled with Chriſt, 
it will make them run forth after 
Chriſt much the more:7he kingdowe 


of 
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of God [u ereth vielence,e the vielent Math. xx. | 
take it by force. And fo much of this 12. 
firfl thing, what converſien is. 

Secondly, the metaphors that the 
holy Ghoſt takes up to declare cen- 
verſion,doth declare it is done alone 
by the power of Chriſt,and nothing 
elſe; Firſt, ſometimes he faith it is a 
begetting; well he may ſo ſay, fora 
childe can de as much toward his , p.,.,.. 
own begetting,as a man toward kis | 
'own converſion. 
Secondly, ſomtimes he cempares 
it to a reſurreRien; he may well fo 
ſay, fora man may as well riſe out , _ RE. 
X the grave and live of himſelfe, as © 7 
2 man Can riſe out ef the grave of 
fin, and live te God, without a 
powerof God. 
Thirdly, ſomtimes it is compared 
to 2a creationz Which is to make 
ſomrhing ef nothing , which is FEph.z.r0. 
preper te an infinite power. 
What then ſhall wethink of thoſe 
then, who preach for preparations 
for Chriſt,& ftir up men inthe work 
of converſion, te work with Chriſt, 
and think they do well in ſo deing? | 
EB 3 We 


Adiſcortevie of Trath; 
Wee may fay of theſe men, uy 
the Apoſtle ſaid of chem th would 
rac-apon them'to preach, obe Law, 
bt trcw moi what they: ſaid, nor 
woereef cheyoffirmr-d: Bur Fhhy no 
more ot them bur this, 'the+Lord 
jexd. them and-ius fo forch -by the 
tran, that in alt our expreſſians.of 
ſuck things,'we- may Jay:dvwn all 
things, and' al6htcexale” the trurh: 
268 fo muctof this firſt contlaſion. 
And irom the {ceoad rhingy 1 wilt” 
Car” y them in my boſome, Firſt,.1-will 
carry; then-T will carry -them in 
m'-bafore, + * ST acts 
Fram thefirft T willearry them; 
obſerve this concluſion. 2: + 
| That + 4:zafrs brought home to 
God .tt: p39 Am ,ſhiilundoubt- 
edly bee-carried on by - Chriſt, 
Thc appearech from eſe grounds 
Fiithecaute tac pow:r ob carry- 
Ng 63:2 :8'God, is 132 fame pOWer 
TiC br: rh; A C22] F we 5? The firſt 
te {5', Wick is alton; rhe poyer 
cf ©: of, therefare we may drayy 
£6: 0b Hg OUR. 
; Inai Whith depends vron rke 
is DUFFEL 
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power of God, that ihall ſtand. But .x Pct, x.55 
aS well rhe carrying on'8fcul,as thc 
bringing home a ſuni, depends upon 
the power of God; Ergo, it muit Ier.32.40, 
nceds ſtand. 
- Secondly, that which hath a de- 
penda:ce on the faithfulneſfſe of God 
Withouc us, and not to any quaiih- 
cation wirhin ns, that-muſt nzeas 
ſtand; But:our carrying:on to Goe, 
23S well as our being converted by 
God, hath a deperidence upon the 
faithinli:cfle of Ged withont us: 
Ergo, it mult ncads tand.-. 

But if chis be fo, whar ſhall we 
think of thoſe char would have 2 
man bea childe of Gog to day,and 
2 Childe of the divell ro morrow? 
Bur I fay no' more of that thing. 

'The Uſe, is a cauſe of comforc to I7e. 
the pcaple of God; in thet their 
preſervation, and carrying on to 
God, through Chriſt, is really done 
by a power of Chriſt : For we arc 
kept by the power of God, throng ® 
faith to ſalvaiion, So mncy of this 
firſt thing 1 will carry th-m. | 

Now for the next thing, -7 Wil? 

Tron" oy carry 
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carry them in my boſome. 

- The word boſeme, is a Metaphor, 
in generall it holds forth love; from 
that we may draw this concluſion, 

That all ſoules brought home to 
Chriſt, donot onely live by, but re- 
ally in the love of Chriſt. | 
But tkis word bo/omze; holds forth 
many perticulars. 
Firſt, it holds ferth a neerneſle 
co Chriſt, 

Secondly , a familiar and ſweet 

Communion with - Chriſt; From 


which perticulars , obſerve theſe © | th 


concluſions. © 


Firſt, that there is a ſweet neer- 
nefle betwixt Chriſt and a Chriſti- 


an, this is ſct out in divers things . |. 


Þy Chriſt kimſelfe, where he faith, 
Tu are the braxches, and I] amthe 
Vine ; AVine and the branches live 
by the vercue of one life, they are of 
a nature, they bring forth ene and 
the fame fruite; this neernefle and ' 
oneneſle is to be conſidered in theſe 
things. | KT 


Firſt, in tkeir being-; A chriſtian 
hath not only a being 'in God as 2 
CIca- 


v ” 
. = 
; - 
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*  - creature, but he alſo hath a being in 
| rh him as achriſtian; which is ariches 
_ lng ln being conſidered meerly in the will 
Wadi and free love of God; and this was 
| brogtnes before for him, before he was 
inch. brought forth into the world by 
| God: and what is Chriſt conſidered 
yer; kikks as Chriſt, bur the brightneſle of his 
._ _ Fathers Image, which is nothing 
ah anzcad elſe bur che runnings forth of the fa- 
_._ thers free love; whatſoever direftly 


i 


ile nllm flowes from a thing as the firft effici- © 
(int; Ira ent cauſe, hath a direR being in the 


obfrr tb thing,that is thus the cauſe of it;and 
' _ _, fo Chriſt as a Chriſt,and his Father, 

$4 Are Gnc 

etwlaCich © Secondly there is a union of pex- 

tin inenthe. ſons 1n time, and that twofold. 

6 wie Firſt, a union of peſleſſion, or as 

ks, wl 1a: fone would have ir, a union of por- 

rhebmd tL10NS ; and that is by the righteous 


ls being that was in God before all 


i wigs time, and doth in time through 
ied ag” Chriſt, par forth it ſelfe in the reve- 


þ, oral lation of it ſelfe in a foul, and takes 
*.... upthe ſonl in it ſelfe, and gives the 
44 ſoul actually to ſee it ſelfe, and to 


was, bring forth fruit ſutable to Chriſt: 
# 1. 
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Seco}, there fs 2unicn of will | go 
and ﬀ#- Iz012; & thats that which 
Crit aimech at,in Joh6.38. ipeak- 
Tohn,s, 38 ing thus, He come not todo 215 own bat | 
bis fathers wll, and 4n the 17, of . | , Second 
Tohn;he praics to his F«:her,tor his | och x1 
diſciples, ther rhry' nay be one as we |quimune 
ave 0x72 yer they were one in the tis.cont 
firſt and {=cond ſence, and cth-refore | Thata 
the univn ihe praies' for, is of will |Chrilt] 
ane 'affeftion; rhe perfe&ion of |trrand, 
whick union,”isthe higheſt pitch |ſnect: [ 
thar' ever the creature ſhall atraine |vich hit 
This union is increaſed and built »|1 
up by the commings in of God;zand | 
That this, God is pleaſed by the 
{wcet unfoldings and commings in 
of bitmſclfe, fo to fonld np the ſpirit 
of aman' in himfelfe;, rhat ſo the 
foul is brozght not only to will ſa- 
table ro the will of God, and love 
ſucable to love, but is fo minded ' 
with Gods mind, that he wils in 
his wil', and loves in his love. | 
The uſe of this is, to teach all 
chriſtians, not ro comprehend , but 
ſo ro apprehend , as to admire the 
Won- 


Fe, 
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h of will wonderfull depth of the riches of 
ry the love- of God, in makirg kis 
$.ſpek people thus one with himſelfe ; fo 
0w% Ac Bk of this concluſion. 
e 17. , Secondly, the word boſome holds 
| for ki-forch aiweet familiarity and: zc- 
4% quamcance, from thence oblerve 
e inth this-conclaſion. - 
herefn Tha: all char are called home by Do#; 
| $ of wi Chriſt,are not onety called co be his 
ton d ſervants, but they arc called unros 
ft pit4 (weet familiarity ,. and frendſhip 
Law with himſclfe, they.are called to be 
| 'boſome friends, they ſhall Row 
d buil rhe hear: of Chriſt, they ſhall be 
i-an{ dandied upon-'the knee. of Chtiſt, 
| byck they ſhall be hngecd in the. ſweet 
miogsin imbracements of Chriſts racy ſhall 
he ſpirit be -refreſhed by the. kifſes of the 
Tn ch: mouth''of Chriſty they ſhall fav 
will s witk-bim, they ſhill lie with him, 
and loy they (hail live Fry kim, they (hall 
nindel dhe with him. 
wils in * How lovely js it to live and die 
We, In the armes of toyve? none Knowes 


- ol it, bu: ke that injoycs it; rhis love 

| |, bat is tie priviledge of the Sains; Aud 
the ſo much of this conciafion, - - 

F wol- ; . AN {4 


"X 'A diſcovirie of Trth, 


And ſo much of the Second thing, 
1 Will carry them in my boſome. | 
The third is, 1 will! drive they 
ently that are '#ith young; he fers the] 108 
Nekins of the Goſpel, or love,y| 
oppofition to the driving of the! by tem 
Laws hence obſerve this conclufiam, Wen 
The drivings ef the Goſpellar joan G 
gentle Drivings. | 
Firſt, That which carries oneon 
by the power of love, and nothy 
the terrours of a Law , that is1 
gentle driving; bur the drivingsd 
the Goſpel are ſo: Therefore thy 
be gentle drivines. 
 Secendly,thoſe commands which 
doth not only command duty, but * 
in the bowels of the. command] ! 
brings a power to perform duty; 
that is a gentle driving: But what- 
ſoever Chriſt in the Goſpel require 
of us, thoſe commands brought 
home to us; brings power in them 
to conform a ſoul ſweetly to ther} 
theſe and many ether wayes maj 
we prove the concluſion. 
Bur I ſhall not at this time ſpeak 
of that ; But from all this __ 
V 
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condih; yerſe, in concluſion of what we 
om. have ſaid , we may gather this con- 
arive 4 cluſion,in a way of comfort te poor 
5 keſey ſouls. 

or lon, That whatſoever can be objeed 
ing off by chem concerning their bringing 
concli home to Chriſt, and their preferva- 
Goſpd tion in Chriſt, and their being car- 

- Tied on after Chriſtz by Chriſt is 
ies & 83nſwered for them in theſe words: 
and ex 7 will gath or my Lambs wich my © 
thati 47 wer, axd 7 Will carry them in my 

C rivins boſom, and drive them Zently that 
efore 1 re With young. But I ſhall ſpeak ng 
,, More of this Verſe. 
nds ww The next Scripture is in the 16. 
duty,i f the Revelations, and the begin- 
oma 12S of the 19. verſe, the words be- 
n &@ 17S. theſe; e Lid the preat City 
Buryh 4 divided 5xto three parts. 
drew ſhall ſpeak ſomething to theſe 
s bro words, though not much: I might 
*rinty (Peak ſomething of them in re- 
' rothes $rence to the words going betore, 
yes and ſo we may ſpeak ſomthing of 
the ſeven Vials, and ſomething of 
ime fv the three nncleane ſpirits,that came 
is wh | out 
yel 


Vetrſ. 132 
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out of the mouth of che Dragon; |K8! 
and out of the mouth of rhe beaſt, |! 
and out of the monarch of rhe falk 
Prophci: The urfolding of which 
_ things, would give a great: ight rg 
diſcover Wha: tre Ci:y 1s,and what” 
the chree diviſions are: Burt I ha 
viog {poke f{ iargely to the other ' 
Seriprures, I ſhall ror ſpeak much 
to this Scriprure: Aid therefore 
paſting over all the mz:cer before, I 
ſhiil ſpeak briefly ro the words 
themſcives. b 
AnJ fkrft for th- grear City, If 
you a5K me what ] corccive tha: to. || 
bee 1 anſwer, I conceive 1t :o be 
the An.ichriſtian ftace, or ric ſtare 
of Antichriſt: which {tare is 29zinft 
Chriſt, and condemned by Crit. 
It is # ſtare of p1ide, which word 
begins with P, And for thoſe 
three diviſions kere ſpoken of, 1: 1s 
three powers or goverineots wiich 
live init,and is drawn forch of irt,as) 
| branckes from the body; 2nd ſare- 
ly in that they live in ic, ch-v muſt 
needs be like rg it; And (Itold ro 
cac 


| 


Draghy the great cicie was the | 26h of An- 
the tichrilt, a itate of pride, thac is (et 
of rhe ff up in oppoſition 2921nſt Chriſt, and 
| of whic being a ſtate of pride (23 ] cold you 
at iighti b<tore) begias with P. and choſe 
z£and wig tkree ſtares in ic, or branches drawn 
{But Ih forc1 out of it, unqaeſtionably 1s 
the oth like "o it, and as rvac begins with 
xeak my; P. fo I believe d-> they. 
'thereſh As firſt prop:riec. 
before, Secondly, Prelacie. 
ie werd And as fcr che third tate in it, 
or branch flowing {-01:i17, as parc of 
City.) it, ur:queſtivnzb!y i: begins with P. 
re thats 2s Wellas the two for mor-Bur when 
it :oþ We fee it, er rather fl :n- ſmarcof 
the ſtzry the execution of it, then ſhail we the 
222int better nnderſtand it ;. and b» more 
Chit, able to give a deſeriprio: cf it; bat 
eh worl { ſpeak no more of this V-rſe. 
or chok But you may objet and fay, Objt 
a of ity though I will not give forth my 
þ wrhid thoughts any further of thi« Scrin- 
of irs rare, or eſpecially of the chird tate 
1 ſare- Thar lives 1n it, or flowes from. it: 


ey mul but fay we ſhall better underſtand 
Id yes) > when we feel the Execution 
ehe ot 


L 
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of the power of it; but may we| - 
not in the meane time, have fomeb 
ſympromes hew to diſcever it ? 
Anſw., To which I anſwer, that unque-| 
ſtionably it is made up of pride,an{]. , 
| muſt needs begin with P as the ref} * j, 
Dan. 7-8.'do: Daniel gives ſome light fa| 
underſtanding of it. Firſt, in that 
Popery he faith itis alittle horn,irt doth not 
and PF re- appeare great in ſubſtance, but ſkary 
Kr in the nature, covered over with | 
deavour fairer ſhowes than the other, fairer 
a conti- in expreſſions, but as evill inte} 
nuation tions as any : It is a horne thi] ; 
= cach throwes down other hornes to & | 
then UP it ſelfe; and itis a horn asits 
ruine of the leaſt, ſo it is the Jaſt.' | 
each o- And D #ziel ſeemes to hold forth | - 
ther. ſomething for the underſtanding ef | 
*7-20 it, given forth in the Language 
it; Therefore ſurely in the language 
and doftrine held forth in ſach 
power, we may ſomwhat gueſſeo 
. it; And that doftrine which detk | , 
direaly crefle and contradid the | 
doArine of Chriſt, mnft needs be 
the doArine of Antichriſt : as thele 
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 doArines 96,which 1 thall name xo 


hoe x | | 
Firſt , that ic Arine which tea- 
ches tnen nor to Work from a 


ut teaches men to work, aid in 


their working fo to work, as ta al- 
tcr God, and ger love from Gad, 


that is a doAtrine of Antichriſt, and 
not of God. 

Secondly, that doArine that holds 
forth religion as onely centred ina 
law, and nor produced by lovegthat 
is not a do@trine of Ckriſt: who was 
ſcar by his Fatker , onely to hold 
forth a doatrine of love, 

Thirdly, chat which ties the ſeat 
of Chriſt ro be regulated by the 
Jaw of acreature; that takes from 
Chriſt, and gives to tke creature; 


that muſt needs be a doftrine of 


Antichriſt, 

But that deftrine Which holds 
forth ſuch a Religion, as to binde 
the conſcience in matter of wor- 
oP pea quirins is = _ 
0 its e reguated and onely 

i F SOT guided 


65 
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Further guided by rhe: Law of che Creature, 
obſerve 1 cacan the civil Law ct the 1ATION, | 
f,omver. rhis muſt needs deropate from 
£9. 0 Cariſt; and it this Arguioent holds 
'he Nati. good in one civiil State, ic muſt;| * 
ons, 2nd needs hold g00a in all: Then 6 
the filing many ſandry States, fo many fan- | 
of the I- gry Lawes, then ſo many fun- 
lands-WaS 1ry rules of worſhip, to worſhip | 


_— Chriſt by. And how injurious ths 


chis thir 


divifen 1s to Chriſt , and contrary ro the 
appeared, minde of Chriſti; who was as faith- 
Heb »:5.6 fullin his houſe as Aoſes; I leave to 


you to judge. 
Fourchly, I beleeve it is ſuch? 
do@rine or language, that tyes all 
furcher diſcoveries to a preſent 
light: But no more in anſwer to 
theſe things, nor to this Verſe. 
The next Scripture, it ſeemingly 
| ſpeaks nor as the former have done; 
and is ig the io. of H2/cs and the 


x2. verſe, the words being theſe; | 


Sowe to your ſelves is riehteanſ* 

. eſſe, reap im mevci:; break wp the 
fallaw gronud, {or it is time to feek 
the Lord , till be come and "age | 
Eg | 


A diſcovery of T ruth, 


righteonſue ſſe #pox you. | 
To give you my thoughts ol this 
Scripture, conſider; 
Firſt, that the expretiion is fu- 
' table co that Law which was 2 co- 
venant of workes ; Which caught 
men to work for life, (as I told you 
before) bur did nor teach men to 
work jrom a power of life to ac- ; . 
knowledge lite; which covenant 
by Chrilt we are freed from. Bu; Ezc. :.. 
becauſe the duty in it, in an Evan, 7:- 
g&licall vizy is to be obſerved by "ht w+ 
them thar are freed from ir, there- * Of 
it isfad - fore we {hall ſpeaks fomething 
ro It. 
And firſt, we mult know this, 
that betng freed from thar old cu- 
Tenant, WEich taught men thus to. 
work; fo the language of that cv- 
venant proper to it ſelf, muſt be kept 
to it {elf, and not applicd to them 
<4 Chat are freed from it. - 
i * Bot io the Evangelicall obfcr- 
ving any dacie in it, it is to be ob- 
ſerved not according to the oblige- 
nat and Language of the ole cove- 
; I 2 E215 


lt diſcoverie of Truth, 


nant from which we are freed; bnt 
zccordu:g : the Janguage and rules 
of tke covenant which we are now 
under; which is of a more noble | : 
cature: in which covenant God is| 
pleaſed to make the bleffings that | -1l heisk 
were anacxed to the od covenant,  g - : 
which was the env of aria under wy ſelr 

thar covenant, now to be acauſ| / = 
praducirg afts unacr this cove | Fre fo 
AT. | | 

And fo according to rhat rule, : gugeat 
fk:-uld we obſerve ali rhe dutis| FH 


- | forewe 
vc do eb{ryc:, 2s to jnftarc 
\ { (4 = nt e if Nets el | 


{:rne particulars: Whereas the pre ——— 
phet faith, rhe Lord Will be wil 


you, While 7*8r are with him; that is ket 

x Cor, 15 the language of the od covenant, DER \ ? 
2- Now we are not to underſtandit pre 2 
nor obſerve it thus, thar the Lerd m__ 
is kept with us,by our keeping with] - _ 
him;but we are kept with the Lord, Ty F : 
by kis being with us: And fo the ro 
Propket in another place, wherek, ) » vv 
ſaith to ſome thar had not rhe Lord; V 1a the 
Secke the Lord and ye ſpall fit Ly : by 
kim. Wy are not cow to yoderſtaod up 

| o 


F Tru. A ſcoverie of Trath, 6g 


ue ure frel it nor obſerve ir as chough onr be- 
Wmoeands 18 found of God, was the truits of 
— Apr our ſecking; bur we are to under- 
ſtand ir chus; That our ſeeking God 
is afmir of being fou''d by Gud, 
' for none Evangehcaily lecks God, 
till keis found of God, 
Son this place Hof. 10.12, Soweto 
, Je#r {elves t 672 rigs oper Bfns fe, reape 12 
mercy: which wor4s ſeeme tc: hold 
fr fo 3G. 2040:455 6327 IC to ;:n- 
SUaZC = he -J covert taes fhough 
We Were (© 5 a& 1gh:eonfnefic, bo- 
. f:re Wes rc Cc: vo irercy; Bur bclce- 
, Vers nafer the Eovena:'t of pr{co, 
are nor fo 16 @bſerye ic; bat we ars 
now to oh! rye it, chat we act 
119%;teouſnefſ- mm has we have re- 
ceived merey. For Chritt 204 his 
Apoſtles fit drives forih dury, 
from 2a power of privi Ky 3 a5 ap- 
peareth by iuch ex 305 IS theltt. ; 
Bl:fſed are rhey T_ "hunger 4r:d Eth.5.f. 
" » thirſt; the bleffeon ſſe is not ple- 


ced 1: the 7: HIMYE THC, AQ | Lang Av, 


be gor by hwageri:g and chieftiog ; : 
But itis placed in the preſcyr tewr"s 
F 3 2S 


4 


_ diſceverie of Truth. 


25 that which is the producing cauſe 
2 Cor.7-T ef jr. Sothe Apoſtle faith, ſeeixg We 
bave theſe promiſes , let us cleanſe 
our ſelves, According to theſe rules, 
are We to underftand this Verſe; 
Sows fo yonr ſelves in righteonſneſſe, 
refp 1 mercy: And und erſtanding | 
theſe words according to the former . 
rules, this concluſion will ariſe, | 
That afts of righteouſneſie, are 
{ruits of mercy. Mis 
It you ask me in the r. place, what | 
I mexnne by- a&s of righteouſneſle ? 
I anſwer, by thar I meane che 
as of ſanificacion. 

Tf you ask me in the next place, 
whar rhe righteouſneffe of fanifi- 
Cation 15? Es 

1 anſwer, it js a conſormicy to 
the will of Tod, prodaced by the 
power of God, in which the ſoul is 


carried out te live to God in parti- | 
cular acts. | 


If you in the next place ask me,* 
what 1 meane by mercy, that the | 
ats of rzghreouſnefle is a fruit of? | 

I anſwer, by that mercy 1 mean | 
| the | 


Toth. A aiſcoverie of Truth. 71 


the ſweet and glorious commings in 
Yam of God, by which the ſvn} becomes 
Pk really poſſefled with God, and is 
d the wn made able to live in the light and 
"this Ver! love of God, and fo is made able 
ighremfuf 'from rhence, to bring forth as of 


; f]J- f1tablet - Ar 
derflady 8 as ar ſutable to God: And 


d the form: 


Uucingcy 


herefore thus I defire to ſpeak to 
all that love God, AR righteouſ- 
neſſe ſa:abie ro God, in that you 

have reczived mercy from God. 
The reafon to prove this point is 
this; No ſoul can att x living a&R, 
{ withouta living power; bur no ſoul 
183OYes a living power, Gill kc heth 
*receired mercy from God; there- 
fore Ro foul can a& att; of righte- 
ouſnefle, which are living aRts, till 
tkey have received mercy from God 

which 1s a living power. 

The uſe of this faine is, to ſhew 

the folly of wo ſforrs of people 
Firft, thoſe who teach men to 
_  worke to get mercy., and not to att 
from a power of mercy received; 
they may as well fay ro a dead man, 
at living a&s, and I will give you 
life. F 4 Secondly, 


A diſerviricef Truth; 


Secondly, it ſerves to fhew the 
folly of thoſe who ſay, they nave re- 
ceived mercy from God, and yer 
walk looſely with God ; I know 
not What they fay ; For that 
heark that really hath recei- * 
ved mercy from God , 1» bcing 
poſſeſſed with God, they are o c- 
vercome with God, that rhey | 
love to live to kim, and looke up- | ot that 
on the dntics they are to performe, | God, 
257 high priviledge; but no more | 
of this concluſion. 

And for the 2x2 words, breche, 
#9 16ar falloy orcronde, witichis ,., 
an explicicion of the formur, Or 2 
direGtivn for a right perionoadzce 
oz: the formcur ; for xs 18 is 2 fooliſh 


th rig to {owe in oO: broken Je 22d, 

fo it is an impoſille thing to at 

riphteonſacfie, wich an unmeited, 

or uivzoken hoart, from whence 

coſrve this Cpcuſton. | 
That a beart is chanred and a 


broken by God, bxfore he can 
bring forth aGis of righteeuſnetic to 
(ze2,2n 05 privcipall cannot bring 
forth Feyy fruit, Bat 


JM, A diſceorricefTrath- 

" to heyy Burt when TI ſay God breakes the 
2207 yy heart ; I do not mean, breaking the 

Joe ; Ik a melting of the heart by* the com- 
; For th mings in of love ; Burt I {ay no more 
kath nts © of that concluſion, 

0, ny Forthe nextword, It s time to 


ne) are fo ſeek the Lor#, Implymg, that there js - 


3 that th ſome ſpeciall rimes of {ecking God, 
nd Tookey or that it is a ſpeciall thing to ſeek 
foperform God , thence obſerve this concht- 
Jt noma fion. 
Thar it is the duty of ail ſouls poſ- 
's, breah ſeſled with God, to icus God. 
whichi , Thenext words ate, T4 { raigne 
| Mer, Of! down righ:conſneſſc PLL Jem im- 
ormix plying chus much: Tha: that ſoul chat 
Tis food hath power from Gud, to ſeek to: 
17 God, for the powrmg down of his 


thing fo mercy , ſhall furely | have anſwer ; 
1 nnaeldd From thence obferve this conclu- 
om when ſton. | 
_— that God is not, nor God will 
angela » NOT, be a forſaking God , to a ſeeking 
fore hey PEOPLE: 


oonule This js cleere, if you looke up- 
gnngthin ON the promiſe of GOD, and 
F t | confider 


my. heart by the terrours of the Law , but . 


73; 


A diſceverie of Truth, 
conſider the love of God. *h 
God cannot, will nor, fori:xe a 
a ſe:king people; Why? b-caulk it 
is alone from ihe enjoyment? of 
God, that we feck Go c, anc unaer 


char ſence we my as well fay, God | 


can aſwell forfake hirndeife, as tor- 
ſake thoſe thac fcek him, from an 
1010yaent of him, 

Firſt, ro inf.:rme us of one coro- 
lie that naturzly arifeth from the 
 Conciufion, and that is this; That no 
{ſoul can {ceke God, rill he is found 
of (G29. 


Tac reafon te prove this corolie | 


15 this: Becauſe the power of our 


ſzcking, is the fruit of Gods finc- 


ing. | 
Then this ſhews the folly of 
thoſe men, which ſtir up people to 
ſ:eke, not from a power of being 
found, bnt ſtir them up to ſeek, 
that they may be foand. 

The nexc uſe is, a uſe of comfort, 


ic our ſecking be a fruit of Gods 


indiog; this ſRonld comfort Gods 


people thus, that there is no fear of 
failing 


laiddow 

ſpeake 1 
De 
(mall a 
God, 

| your 18 
nd mc 
more ft 


Inuſt | 


7a 


A diſcoverie of Truth, ”" 
dt, forkly failing to finde God, when we ſeek 
? becwki him, becauſe the power of ſeeking 
yment q. God, flowes from the priviledge of 
» 0d ink Þeing found of God ;and ſo much of 
Il fy, Gy , his concluſion; and of this verſe. 
fe, hn And for that place in Ier. 4. 3. 
b, from 2nd beginping of the fourth verſe, 

which words are theſe, Fer 5hbus 
One con 31h the Lord to the men of Indah 
fromy 494 Ternſaleww, break mp the fallow 
> Than £10#94s, ard ſow not awongft thorner, 
is four Circumciſe your ſelves to the Lord, 
 an1 take away the forerkin of your 
coroly p-arts; and had I time, 1 ſhould 
x of oy * ſpeaKto this Scripture asT have (po- 
ods fins Ken tothat in Hoſea, which is to be 
' underſtood in-the fame way , and 
2ccording to the fame rales, before 
121d downe, bur ar this time I ſhall 

{oeake no more. 
Deare friend, according to thar 
ſmall abilicie T have given me by 
God, 1 havegivenan anſwer to 
' your deſires: if TI had more time, 
and more light, Iſhonld ſpeake 
more fully, and morefpiritually,bur 
I nult needs confefle, that it is but 


alittle 


A diſcoverie of Trath; 
2 little of God, I do yer: know, but 
my defire for yeu and my felf, is, 
that we may know God, from 
God, that we may rather live vpen 
our being knowne of him, then the 
knowing of him: So ar this ' 
time I fxy no more, bu: leave von 
to God, 2nd the word of his grace, 
who is able tobuild you up, and 
give you an inherirance among all 
them thar are ſanCtified. 
s 


Tour loving brother 


_ ('Þriſt : 


Paul Hossovn. 


—_ 
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28 Queltions Anſwered. 


VI1zZ. 5 
A I & CU HFEAR ried from 2 


be-4 the Slcrall Law, Jes, Or tu 2 
F@) 2. Wletroy a TUr:Bsan £E8- ©Þ 


> Y pred ov 23RO j ,. &1d E Fre V- again Dp 
KA TA \ fanae ; - Perg or mor ©) 
$ L 


E=8, Went be 20 {who :fio tis 53 £23 ax 
 evidecs al ificution, when jufti- Dp 


SS þc.2: $3;: {yes * #78 2 ny 
4 Tov Gan el 4 paor [ext s that 


29 C2105 FS aA} ' poexne (ſ EC FN: 
38) 62x Ok Fiowp (1 ay ) hall ſuch & 
2 ſoxl : 44:6 "Y nfort ? Or, 0n Wu: 
ND condition Rali we tender cowfort ® : 
w to ſuch a {cul ? : 


To which is added a teas 
bi Whether Chrift in his comr- 
ming, did purchaſe Life,and Sal- 
water for All; or , onely for the 
PB) Ele? 


OC NES CHDENT ECAC 
EPI IC OI It PIE IEDeee 


02222552 


Eay Friend, ad retde 
Hi: Chriſt -, my indeered 
: love preſented toyeu : Gie 


wing t9 you thankes for all your 
| love fome. 

This is to put yon 712 alias of 
; JOur promiſe, FL. ſending ae a Let - 


Ver « In your Letter, 1 beſeech you 
ive me an m—_ to theſe Air 


Que ons. 


Firſt, Is a Chriftian freed from 
the morall Law, yea or #9 
Secondly , Whether a Chri#ti- 


an tempted to fin, ſhonld firive a- 


| | ggnf frn,yea or no? 


" Thirdly , Whither ſanfification 
can evidence Inſification, - when 
_\ Ieſtification lies darke, © 


 Fourthhy, How fhall a ; poore ſorl 
G that 


- 


FL 
that hath not the witneſſe of thy - 7] 
Spirit, nor cannot ſee any goodneſl | 1," (tal 
in it ſ-if ; How 1 ſay, bull ſnchi| p66 
ſoul take comfort: or ow what fous | ,1, 5 
dation foall we tender Comfort tt 
ſach a ſoul : TO 
Deare Fricnd , 1 pray fail mt 
to give me an anſwer ; Þ long 
ſpeak with you , that Þ may i 
you how abundantly my ſoule is | -- 
overcome by GOD, and finds | 
ſweet content in God, ſince I how | 
had a diſcoverie of free Grast,, , 
Prhich deffrine 1 was not onth\, - 
zomorant of , but oppoſite untr/} _ 
tit 1 :y the love of it , was fetched 
intoit , And 1 now ſec it is not « 
Dattrine of looſeneſſe , But if 
any thing indeeres a ſoul 18 God, 
and = i 4 {foul able to bring 
forth fruit . 18 GOD . it is i; 
know GOD in the way of | 
l0Ve. Ter ok 1 
O that the world did bat know, | 
what 


| 


of what the Saints do injoy 14 this 
way ! Then the pulpits would not 
be. ſo full of Calumpuies , and the 
Preſſe ſo full of reproaches, againſt 
the Dottrine of Free grace, 4s 


now they be : Soin haſte. Freft : , 
| leaving yon to God. 


Your dear friend c 


in Chriſt: 


M. WALLIE. 


G 2 Dear 


$4 


S027" 2028 
SOS LESS 200 


-DBarR FRIEND, 


Have received your Letter ; | | 

rejoyce much to ſee and heareof 
tre ſweet commines in of Chriſt: | '* 
I defere to blefſe God in your behalf., |** 
And for your queſtions , F have 
here ſent you an anſwer, according 


70 my ſmall abilitie, as God hath 
go 1 wmhto me, 


Vale. 


, 

w 

% 

" - 
— 
m—_ 

T7 


0 
bi 


thoccooteoes 
> DEESODS 


[x four Queſtions anſwered. 


"Y wh l, Queſtion. 


V2 _ 


,, , JW $4 Chriftian freed from the 210- 
Ty, F-- Law, yea or #07, . <- - 
Ia hear Anſvv. Without all queſtion 
f Ehyil ' '.a Chriſtizn' is thus, as it was 
4117 held out by the hand of 4foſes; And 
\ Fn by that expreſſion, I mean, as i was 


' 2 Covenant of workes : and' ſoa 1, 
HM Law where God diddeclare him- , Co. ;: 
God but ſelfe x God over us, arid not a God TH 
for us, except We were for kim; Heb-8.13. 
& ſo we are not under the Law: but 
2S it is handed to us ina Chriſt; By 
that I mean, as it is MadeRnown to 


. Ws ina covenant of grace; in.which 
; Cevenant God TEE engage himfelfe Ter: ;3. 3. 
 . tn.do by us, what in Fo Slee Co- Heb.s,1 0" 
Folk venant and Law he. required of us: 
." So that the materials of the Law 
are not deſtroyed,” bur much exal- 


, | G 3 . "Ted 


Said 


«x - 
-- 


Four Oneſtions anſwered, 
ted; for. now it'is not onely 2 duty, 
bur'a high priviledge, to work, wd 
to walke Power of God, ts 

3: and fo wed 
not go _— ro deciroy the mattet 
of the Law, but the old obligement | 
of the Taw, which WS, 4s peer li, | it 
Bur now we are tO de Þrcanſe we 
live; we are not to doFer Tove, but 
ro acknowiedge love from thepe- 
wer - {pagan of it ſelf, which 
is in God for us, which freely ru 
out from GoTo us, without ref 
rence to any tming in us. bur to pre- 
duce in us, wWhatJeeyet 1s require 
of 1s. TO 
"Tf any one now ebjett and fay, 
this is colay aſide all duty, and liv 


- 


| as. we liſt. : AGES ALLIS 
_.. To this'I anſwer, this is not {6; 
far love injoyed.; tics and indceres 
more *rhen Tove ſuppoſed: But! 
know, that thoſe Thar are not by 

God, gathered up into the buſome 
of Gd, and ſo made able tw wh) 
ſtand the nature-et fore, within the] 
mat of its own light; :hey will 


wg moe rw ua. 


they canner Chuſe, bur ſo jndge;For 
nes ...,..o peo port prob on 


» metl 


Ld 


= 0p 
roy then 
dl. oblhe 


as, as 4d. 
(» de Fred 
OTerTom 
from th 
If 1t ſelf, 
ich freely 
Without: 
4 -bne 0] 
is req” 


belt un 
duty, an 


this is 
28d ind 


4 4 


xo the bt 
ableto.u 
ve, withs 
it; they 
js 


a 


Foar Dueftions anſwered. 87 
men judge of a thing, according to 
the nature of that iivhe in whick 


hey live: 1 fay Pu more of thar. Eee fo. 
 Wocite 2. EP het 57 @ Chriftian — __ 


| tempted to fing ſhould ſtrive ap armſt 


fin, yea or 10? 

An'v, To Which I aniwer, that 
it is gur dury, bur not our abilitie: 
The alteration of the covenantUoth 
not deſtroy dury, but layes it upon _ 
a higher. power; Therefore the A- Pl. 2.12 
poeſt[Cin all his exaortations, draws BY 
torth duties from the power &f pr i- 
viiedges, as thus, Seeixg We have 2 Cor.:.1 
theſe promiſes, let ut cienje our 


ſelves, &c. And the grace of God Tit. 2 Tr, 
which brings ſalvation, teach ns tro - © 


deny nupodline(ſe, &e. 

Deer friend; £ may ftrive, and fig 
in ſtriving; there is a way of ttri- 
ving, which irs our priviledge £0. 
be aRing in: but if Cite, ſtrive 2- 


| ——_ — 


gxinſt ſelf, and ſin; we are more 


| TT » Wreftled into ſelf, and fin. Or when 


ſelf, by the terrours of the old cove- 
nant, goes about to lay down elf, 
ſelf exalts it {elf, by ſuch layings 
down : Of when I fixive from 

G 4 ſuch 


88 'Fouw Queſtions anſwered. 
ſuch a light as is gathered up, which 
light preſcets God as fer againſt me, 

_ and tv be altered by ſomething 
done by me: this 1s agaime to return 
ro Egypt, and to live upon a cove. 
nant of workes, ard ſo we may fin, * 
ia ſtriving againſt fin: For though 
the work, as a work, be approved 
on by God; yet the way an the 
work, is altogecher contrary to the 
minde of God: But when we by. | 
the power of God, do ftrive againſt | 
Gnne, which is againſt: God , the 
inore I ftrive in this way, the better 
it is; and I count it not onely a dw- 
tie, but a high priviledge. - . Ji 
The Lard make you, and I chus to 
know God, that by that light we 


may be carried our: to live upon 
| God, and to God, in ail our actions. 
| For deare friend, yon know that 
| finne is yot made the lefſe, buta 
' great decal the more unlovely by the 

apprehending of God, in the light_, 

of his own love. Let men fay what 
|. they Will, this I know, thata man 
| | is nor cruly Chriftanized, and real- 


' Ty ciucificd to fin, till he ſec a higher 
TALLER a good 


1 Four Queſtions. auſwered, 8g . 


good-and excellency in God preſents. 
ed to. him, and for him, then he can 
poſlibly ſec in any way of ſinnes Sg 
much in anſwer tothat, - _ 
__ Dneſt, 3. Whether ſanfification 
Can evidence juſtification, Wien juſt is. | | 
fication lies dark? _ | = 
 Anſw. If the queſtion be fo, I 
anſwer it doth not; For if I que- - 
{tion the acceptation of my perſon; 
I muſt needs queſtion ſo farre 
the acceptation of my actions :. 


Abell. Regeved the acceptation of Gen. 4. 4. 
Xt his perſon, and fo of his facrifice. ST 
v Therefore for- me to go about to 
anſwer adoubtfull jeft:ficarson, by 
a doubrfull Sant#ification ; is 
 roanſwer a doubt, by a doubrfull 
mM thing; whercas the doubtfulneſe of 
the thing Leſwersxp, ariſes from the: 
doubtfulneſſe of the thing to be A-- 
ſwered: and how impoſſible and 
k uncoemforcable this is, Ilcave you - 
, to judge, which I am confident have 
otherwiſe learned Chrift. Th 
Belides,a&s of ſawctification as bare_ 
#cts,they ſay ds not evidence tt,but as 


pho ſaxctified acts; for ſay they, love as 


Or Oe 4 bare 


bo Forr Oneſtious anſmeves. 
: # bare att doth not evidence, but as 
ar al riſing from a right principle ; 
Which principle is the difoveric of 
| Gods love to me, which diſcoyeric 
. produces in me lovye to himielfe; 
Now do but take notice of this fe- * 
rieully: I may not Iooke upon my 
tove, a$ evidencing, further then it 
arifes from Gods love to me, difce- 
veredz So then when there is no 
dicoveris of Gods love to me, I 
cannot look upon my love as an evi- 
 dencing love. Therefore by their 
own argument, love cannot make 
out to me a proprietie in Gods love, 
when Gods leve is hid and not 
made "manifeſt to me, by a fore- 
going witnefle- of the Spirit? And 
| fo ſenftification is not, nor cannot 
bean evidence of juftificetion, when 
14ftification lies darke: Therefore 
| thoſe Scriptures inthe Epiſtle of 
r Toh.3.14 Johy and elſewhere, are not to be 
underſtood -as firſt, but ſecond + 
evidences. ©. =. 
--..But it may be ohbjefed, if the 
witnefſe of the ſpiric muſt go firſt, 
this is a fooliſh thing, for itis bur to. 
light 
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light = candle to look. opon the 
—_— RE LS 
To which I anſwers which - is 
the greateſt folly, for a man to lieht 
2.candle to look upon the Sur:? Or 
for a man.to light a candle to look'* te that 
for his eyes when he hath lo} * hatnnora 
Is. - :-.. - --*: ſens 
It you ask me Whether there £4 of 
much dapger in preackingand pref- ;uſtifica- 
ſing men to believe:ir- God accor-' tian, 
cing to their meaſure of leyc, arg; which is 
not to preſſe them to believe a pro. 1015 2 
prictie in love, thongh they cannor ;, of 
lovegthat fo they may love? San ifs 
To this 1 anſwer, For mcn to cation; 
preach, and preffe men to belieys4 3nd tacn | 
proprictie.in God , iccording ts $95, 52 
their meaſure of love, and aot prefle ,,;; Ju is. 
them to believe, though they &o not ca:iun by 
love, that they may love; This is ro >2nciilt- 
reduce them againe to 2 covenant of he 
workes : Soto preach, and hear, is p_ Ade 
cry danferouss Ne | | candic to 
Dae. 4+ If this be (ov, How fogll lock: for 
a peore ſoule that hath net the Yoige 15 cves 
xefſe of: the Spirit, nar Cane ſee EI agar ny R, 
| gooare fo ew. " 
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goodneſſe in 3t ſelfe: How I ſay, forall 
ſach a ſomle take comfort? or on What 
foundation fhall we tender Comfort fo 


' {ach a ſeul? 


[ 
| 


— _—_— = 


— 


 An(w. To whick I anſwer, that 
the feundation on which I am to 


render ſuch foules comfort, 15 not 


the a&tin$s of God in them, bur the | 
unchangable diſpoſition of God 
for them , Which Tups out fo 


Tm, Withonr reference to any 


ood in them; bur re produce in 
them, whatſoever God requires of 
them; And this foundation is held 
our re ther in the Goſpel, where ' 
God offers from bimfiC. a free 


God, a full Chriſt, toa _poroung 
O02 _ 


 cxpature, Now low if the promiſe of 


' vation, and ] aftiertion: had been 
, tendred to us, as a looking upen 


ſome qualification in us., and not 
bringing in the bowels of it a pow- 


| ertoproguce all qualificarions in us; 


it had nutbeen free, but {till a cove- 


Rant of works;burt it 1s free, therfore 
there is a greatdeal of comfort to 
poere ſonles: Although they be no- 
thing, yet there is warrant to be- 
leeve- 


Forr Queſtions anſwered, 
leeve they may bz: fomething: 
Though they cannot do, yet there 
is ground to believe, that fo belee- 
ving, they ray do. 
And further know , that this 
foundation is pot laid for me to reſt 
upon, when I can. dy,bat a founda - 
rion to reſt upon, to recover me 
when I am fallen through infirmity 
and ww: do, that fo chrongh3e= 
leeving T1 'may injoy power to do; 
and this is agreat comfort: And 
therefore 2 want of power to do, 


though ic be matter of griefe, yet it | 
iS 00 ground of diſcouragement ro | 
 keepe us from beleeving: but rather 
an incouragement to beleeve the. 


more. This I ſpeak not to declare a- 
ay abilitie in the Creatare to boy 
lceve, but the warrantableneſle of a 
pore ſoule deleeving, though it bee 
thus, and thus, with them, as be- 
fore ſaid. 

Thus having givengou a brict 
anſwer to your queries, I leave you 
\ to the teachings of the truth, which 
is le ſo to make forth it ſelf to us, 

42s 


9 
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as to diſcover what is to be eyed in 
it, and obferyed from it>2nd to that 
tuch I leaye you, and reſt: 


"Your frieud 
and brother 
in Chriſt: 


Pau, HoprsoN. 


